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IO THE READER. 


——— HE greateſt commotions in Kingdomes have for the 
I Ko9!| moſt purt been raiſed and maintained for and about 
Power, and Liberties, of the Rulers and the Ruled, 
65 | together with the due bounds and limit of either: 
And the like hath fallen out in Churches , and is con- 
Ez tinued to this day in the ſharpe 1 contentions ( though 
now the ſeate of the warre is changed) who ſhould be 
Juate, and compleat ſubject of that Church-power , which 


* 


— — 
— — 
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the firſt ade 


_ ©... Chriſt bath left on earth; how bounded, and to whom committed. 


This controverſie is in a ſpeciall manner the, lot of theſe preſent times : And 
now that moſt parties (that can pretend am thing towards it) have in ſeve- 
. rall ages had their turnes and viciſſitudes of ſo long a poſſeſſion of it, and 
their pleas for their ſeverall pretences, have been ſo much and ſo long heard, 
it may well be hoped it is neere determining; and that Chriſt will ſhortly ſettle 
this power upon the right heires, to whom he primitively did bequeath it. 
In thoſe former darker timer, this golden Ball was thromme up by the Cler- 
(ſo called) alone to run for among themſelves : And as they quietly poſſeſſed 
* name Kands, The Clergy , and of the Church, appropriated to them- 
\ ſelves; ſo anſwerably all manner of intereſt in power or cogniſance of matters 
of the Church, was wholly left and quitted to them : whilſt the People that 
then knew not the Law, having given up their ſoules to an implicite faith 
in what was to be beleeved, did much more ſuffer themſelves to be deprived 
of all Liberties in Church-affaires. This royall donation beſtowed by Chriſt 
upon his Church, was taken up and placed in ſo high thrones of Biſhops, 
Popes, Generall Councells, exc. Not onely far above theſe things on earth, 
the people; but things in Heaven alſo, we meane the Angels and Mini- 
ſters of the Churches themſelves ; in ſo great a remoteneſſe from _ 
| ple, that the leaſt right or intereſt therein, was not ſo mich as ſuſpe ed to 
long to them. But towards theſe latter timer, after niany removalls of is 


done againe, and this as the iſſue of many ſuits againe and againe renued 


ed, and upon the ſentence ( even of whole States ) at oft reverſed. 


now in theſe our dayes been brought ſo neere unto the people, that they 
A 2 - ale” 


have begun to plead and ſue for a portion, aud legacy bequeathed them 2 
2 Ble Line in theſe knowing times ) finding that the Key of knpw- 
ledge bath ſo farre opened their hearts , that they ſee with their own eyes 
into the ſubſtantialls of Godlineſſe , and that through the inſtruction and 
enidance of their teachers, they are enabled to under ſland for themſelves 
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other things as they are to joyne in the practiſe of. They doe therefore fir | 20 
3 0 them) begin more then to ſuſpeft, that ſome ſhare in the Key of 3. 


er ſhould likewiſe tain unto them. 
ae” was the hs ele thoſe, who firſt in theſe latter timer revived this 
plea of the peoples right, to erre on the other extreame C as it hath ever been 
the fate of truth, when it firſt ariſeth in the Church from under that long 
| night of rinſe which Antichriſtianiſme had brought upon the world, to 
| have a long ſh of errour to accompany it) by laying the plea and elaime 
on their behalfe unto the whole power; and that the Elders ſet over them 
Aid but exerciſe that power for them, which was properly theirs, and which 
Chriſt had ( as they contended) radically and originally eſtated in the peo- 
le one. 
e Bak ee that all titles have been pleaded, of thoſe that are content with 
nothing but the whole, the finall judgement and ſentence may ( poſſibly )fall 
to be a ſutable and due proportioned diſtribution and diſperſion of this 
power into ſeverall intereſts, ami the whale to neither part. In Common- 
wealths , it 3s a Diſperſion of ſeverall portions of power and rights into 
ſeverall hands, joyntly to concurre and agree in act and proceſſe of weight 
aud moment, which cauſeth that healthfull xpdais and conſtitution of them, 
which makes them laſting, and preſerves their peace,wben none of all ſorts find 
they are excluded, but as they have a ſhare of concernment , ſo that a fit mea- 
of power or privilege, is left and betruſted to them. And according- 
ly the wiſedome of the firſt Conſtitutors of Common-wealths is moſt ſeene in 
fich a jo ballancing of _ and priviledges, and beſides alſo in ſetting the 
exalZ limits of that which is committed unto each; yea, and is more admi- 
red by us in this than in their other Lawes ; and in experience, acleare and 
.v diftinlt definement and confinement of all ſuch parcells of power, both for the | 
kind and extent of them, is judged to be as eſſentially neceſſary ( if not more) V 
t an what ever other ſtatutes, that ſet out the kinds degrees of crimes Cc 


So in that Politie or Government by which Chriſt would have his Chur- 
ches ordered, the right diſpoſall of the power therein ( we humbly ſuppoſe ) 
may lie in a due and proportioned allotment and diſperſion ( though not 
in the ſame meaſure and degree) into divers bands, according unto the ſeues- 
rall concernnents and intereſtt that each rankin bis Church may have ;ai.” 


8 . U n ; ad 8 
tr than in an intire and ſols-truſt committed to anyone man ( thourh never © 
| ſo agle Jour any one fort or kinde of men or Officers , 1 4 fes 
into never ſo mam ſubordinations under one another. And in like man- 
ner; wee cannot but imagine, that Chriſt hath been as exact in ſetting © 
forth the true boungs aud limits of what ever portion of power he hath im- 
* J os unto any ( if wee of this age could attaine rightly to diſcerne it ) as he 
** been in ordering what Rinde of cenſures, and for what ſinnes and what 
degrees 7 | proceedings unto thoſe cenſures , which wee finde he hath been 
: all in. 

No the ſcope which this grave and judicious Author in this his Trea- 
tiſe doth purſue, is, to lay forth the juſt lines and terriers of this diviſion of 
Church-power, wo all the ſeverall ſubjectsof it; to the end to allay the 
contentions now on foot, about it. And in generall he layes this fundamen- 
tall Maxime, that bolds in common true of all the particulars , to whom 
any. portion of power can be ſuppoſed to be committed : That look what 
ever power or right any of the poſſeſſors and ſubjects thereof may 

have, they have it each alike immediately (that is, in reſpect of a media- 
tion of delegation or dependance on each other) from Chriſt , and ſo are 
each, the firſt ſubjects of that power that is allotted to them. Aud for 
| the pr ſiubjecti themſelves, be follows that diviſion ( in the handling 
df them ) which the Controverſie it ſelfe hath made unto his hands ; To wit, 
5 1. What power each ſingle Congregation ( which is indowed with a 
Charter to be a e to Chriſt ) hath granted to it to exerciſe 
within it ſelfe : And 2. What meaſure, or rather, kinde of power 
Chriſt hath placed in Neighbour-Churches without it, and in aſſociati- 
on with ii. | 
For the firſt. As hee ſuppoſeth each Congregation ſuch , as to have 
the priviledge of injoying 4 Presbyterie , or companie of more or leſſe 
Elders, proper unto it felfe ; ſo being thus Presbyterated , hee aſſerteth 
this incorporate body or ſocietie to be the firſt and primary ſubject of a 
leat and entire power within it ſelfe over its mne members; ea, 
pic: 378 ſole native ſubject of the power of Ordination and Excom- 
munication , which is the higheſt Cenſure. And whereas this corpora- 
tion conſiſteth both of Elders and Brethren , ( for as for women and 
children, there is a ſpeciall exception by a Statute-law of Chriſt againſt 
their injoyment of any part of this publique power; ) His ſcope is to de- 
monſtraute a diſtinci and ſeverall ſhare and intereſt of power, in matters 
of common concernment , vouchſafed to each of theſe, and diſperſed among 
Forth, by Charter from the Lord : as in ſome of our Townes corporate, 
„ui company of Aldermen , the Raders , and a Common-Councell 
8 a body 
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authoritie 
ſelves ; which if they deny to doe, or perſiſt in their miſcarriage I 2 


To the Reader. 
u body of the people, there uſeth to be the like: He giving wnto the Elders 
or Presbytery 4 binding power of Rule and Authoritie proper and fecu- 
liar unto them; nd unto the Brethren , diſtinct and apart, an intereſt of 
power and priviledge to concurre with them, and that ſuch affaires 
not be tranſafted, but with the joynt agreement of both, though out of a 
different right : ſo that as a Church of Brethren onely, could not proceed ta 
any publique cenſures, without they have Elders over them, ſo nor in the 
Church have the Elders power to cenſure without the concurrence of the peo- 
ple ; and likewiſe ſo, as each alone hath not power of Excommunicating the 
whole of either, though together they have power over any particular perſon 
or perſons in each, . 
And becauſe theſe particular Congregations, both Elders and People, 
may diſagree and miſcar;y, and abuſe this power committed to them; He 
therefore, ſecondly , aſſerteth an aſſociation or communion of Churches 
ſending their Elders and Meſſengers into a Synod, ( ſo hee purpoſel) 
chooſeth to ſtyle thoſe Aſſemblies of Elders which the Reformed Chun. 
ches doe call Claſſes or Presbyteries , that ſo hee might diſtinguiſb 
them from thoſs Presbyteries of Congregations before mentioned.) 
And acknowleageth that it is an Ordinance of Chriſt, unto whom Chriſt 
hath ( in relation to rectihing Mal-adminiſtrations and healing diſ- 
ſentions in particular Congregations , and the like caſes ) committed 
a due and juſt meqſire of power , ſuited and proportioned to thoſe ends ; 
and furniſhed them, not onely with abilitie to give counſell and ad- 
vice, -but further upon ſuch occaſions with a Miniſteriall power and 
authoritie to determine, declare and injoyn ſuch things as may tend 
to the reducing ſuch Congregations to right order and peace. Onely in 
bis bounding and defining this power , he affirmes it to be : Fir fir the 
kinde and qualitie of it, but a dogmaticall or doctrinal 0 wer 
8 though ſtamped with authoritie Miniſteriall as an 8 of 
Chriſt ) whether in Judging of Controverſies of faith ( when they diſturb 
the peace of particular Co regations, and which themſelves finde too 
difficult for them ) or in diſcerning matters of fait, and what cenſh 
they doe deſerve 5 but not armed with authoritie at power of ng 
municating or delivering unto Satan; either the Congregatio 
or the Members of them : But they in ſuch caſes ho 3 = 
and judged the nature of the offence, and admoni 4 be N 
ches, and diſcerned what th * i ＋ 3 
3 k r e to doe with their offending mem 
bers ; they are to leave the formall act of this cenſure to that . 
which can onely execute it , placed by Cbriſt in thoſe Churc 


h 
de * 


""j determine 19 withdraw communion from them. And alſo for the ex 
teu of this power in ſuch Aſſemblies and Aſſociation of Churches, 
+ he Emit# and confines that alſo unt caſes , and with cautions ( which 
will appeare in the Diſcourſe 1 to wit 9 That they ſhould not intrench or 
impaire the priviledge of intire uriſdliction committed unto each Con- 
| gregation, ( a libertie purchaſed them by Chriſts bloud ) but to leave 
them free to the exerciſe and uſe thereof, untill they abuſe that power, or 
' are unable to manage it; and in that caſe onely to aſſiſt, guide, and direct 
them, and not take on them to adminiſter it for them, but with them „ and 
them. 
2 As for our felves , we are yet , neither afraid, nor aſhamed to make 
profeſſion (in the midſt of all the high waves on both ſides daſhing on 
us) that the feebſtance of this briefe Extract from the Authors larger 
Diſcourſe , # , That very Middle-way (which in our Apologie we did 
in the generall intimate and intend ) between that which is called Brow- 
niſme, and the Presbyteriall-government , & it is pratfiſed ; whereof 
he one doth in effect put the chiefe ( if not the whole) of the rule and go- 
vernment into the bands of the people, and drowns the Elders wotes 
(who are but a few) in the major part of theirs : And the other, taking 
the chiefe and the principall parts of that rule ( which we conceive is the 
x of each Con tion, the Elders and Brethren ) into this furiſ= 
ion of a Cs Phe of ſeveral! Congregations , doth there- 
by in like manner ſmallow h, not onely the intereſts of the people, but 
even the wotes of the Elders of that Congregation concerned, in the ma- 
. Jor part thereof, 
either let it ſeeme arrogance in us, but a teſtimony rather to the truth, 
fierther to Remonſtrate , that this very Boundary platforme and diſ- 
poſement of Church-power , as here it i- ( we ſpeake for the ſubſtance of 
it) ſet out and ſtated; as alſo that the tenure and exerciſe thereof in all 
theſe ſubjects , ue be immediate from Chriſt unto them all, is not nom 
nem unto our thusghts ; yea it is no other than what our owne apprehenſi- 
ons have been moulded unto long fince : And this many of our friends, 
and ſome that are of a differing opinion , having knowne our private 
Judgements long, as likewiſe our owne Notes and tranſcripts written long 
agoe, can 752 ; heſidet many publick profeſſions ſince as occaſion hat 
been offered : Inſonuch as when we firſt read this of this learned Mithor 
( knowing what bath been the more generall current both of the practick and 
Judgement of our Brethren far the Congregatiomall way ). we confeſſe we 
were filled with wondermem at that Divine hand, that had thus led the 
"A 12 Jggements( without the leaſt mutuall interchange or intimation of thoughts 
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worthy to be mentioned with theme ) here. U e 2 elexve of the reve- 
rend Ambor, and theſe — that Rauf be view of ##, "to declare : That 
we aſſent not to all expreſſions Jab toe a or all and every Aſſer- 
tion interwoven in it; pen, u #6 all ations of Scrip- 


tures ; nor ſhould wee in all things perbaps þe uſed the ſame terms to & 
preſſe the ſame materials by. 


SY or inſtance, wee humbly conceive 2 0 Ca the Scripture terms 
e 


it) or to the edification of the Church, may ( ſometimes) be 
performed by Brethren gifted , not in Ofc as Elders of the Church; 

onely 1. Occaſionally, not in an or 2. By men of ſuch ie 

ar are fit for Office : And 3. not a ing this of themſelves. but judged ja 


e eee power ſo allowed and deſigned to it: And 4. Jo 


heir Dottrine Fed 4 judging of it iall manner 
— iid 4(fo the judging nb eps 


woe ſee no more 1 — fo . point of Divinitie in a Con 
ation, then for men of like abilities to ſpeak to, ad debate of matters of 


in. an Aſſembly of Divines, which this reverend Author allows 
and re, with us, us practiſed. 8 
Againe, in all hamilitie, wee yet ſee not that A [ſembly of Apo 
Elders, and Brethren, AR 15. to have been a formall Synod, of . 
ſengere, ſent out of a ſet and combined aſſociation from neighbour Chur. 
3 but an Aſſembly vf the Church of Jeruſalem, and of the Meſſer 
the va of Antioch alone; that were farre remote eath- 
from other, and elefiively now met : Nor are wee for the preſent convin* 
ced that the Apoſtles to ras end to make this a Precedent of ſuch a for- 
mall Synod , did act therein as Ordinary Elders, e ſtoli- 
call and aſſiſtance; But wee rather canceidæ ( if wee mold | 
— my IE hs theſe two Churches and . 

in from them that i | 
fion which ( that ſ rein pete ten ir dire | 
this tranſaction) to have been a Conſultation (a the learned Author 

doth alſo acknowledge is to have been in its firſt vriginall, ons om? riſing 

to be 4 Generall.Councelbby the Apoſtles preſence, they being Elders 14 

tbe Churches; ) dr if you ill,; a reference by way of ren fir 
. of thas'\ * —— amozgit them at Antioch, 

whi 'tbey: foumd difficult for themſetver i yu ſs to be Ah 2 
rant indeede for 9 8 n Fee bettwcth all 
cially neighbour Churches like occaftons to bee Ori 


furniſted with ie ror FO pee y 
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| To the Reader. 
reaſtus for this we are now many wayes bound up from giving the account of, in 
this way, and at this ſeaſon ; But however, if it Cog 25 ſo intended 7 the 
learned. Author judgeth, antl the Apoſtles to have acted therein at ordinary El- 
ders: yet the lines of that proportion of power that could be drawn from that pat- 
tern, would extend no further then a Mini ſteriall Doctrinall power, exc. in ſuch 
(Aſſemblies ,vvhich we willingly grant. And it may be obſerved with what a wary 
eye and exact aim he takes the latitude & elevation of that power there held forth, 
mut daring to attribute the leaſt, either for kinel or Ales what that example 
Sarrants, which was at utmoſt but a Doctrinull derernment, both of the truth of 
that comtroverſie they were conſulted in; as alſo the matter of fact in thoſe that 
bad taught the contrary, as belyers of them, and ſubverters of the faith; without 
ſo much as brandiſhing the ſword and power of Extzodnutyihtivation, againſt thofe 
high and groſſe gor others,that ſbould hut whe) them in that Epiſtle. 
Onh in the laſt place, for the further cleering the difference of the peoples intreſt 
which the reverend Author uſually calleth Liberty, ſometimes Power) and the 
rule & authority(which makes that firſt diſtribution of Church-power 
in particular be, 1 likewiſe for the i lluſtration of that other allot- 
ment of Miniſteriall doctrinall power in an aſſociatiom or comwnion of Churches 
as fevered from the power of Excommunication(which is the ſecond. ) We tale 
the to caſt a weak beam of our dim light upon either of theſe ; and to pre- 
ſent how theſe have lain ſtated in our thoughts, to this end that we may haply pre- 
vert ſame readers miſtakegſpecially about the former. For the firſt, we conceive the 
Elders and Brethren in each Congregation, as they are uſually in the New Teſta- 
ment thus mentioned diſtini#ly apart, and this when their meeting together is 
ſpoken of, ſo they make in each Congregation, two diſtinit intreſts ( though meet- 
ing in ome Aſſembly) as the intreſt of the Common-Councell or boay of the 
in ſome Corporations, is diſtintt from that of the company of Aldermen ; 
ſo a without the conſent and concurrence of both nothing is eſteemed as a Church 
act. But ſo as in this company of Elders, this power is properly Authority; but 
in the people there is a priviledge or power. An apparent difference between thefe 
two is evident to us by this : That two or three ar more ſelelt perſons ſhould be put 
into an Office, and betruſted with an intire intreſt of power for a multitude, to 
which that multitude ought (by a command fromChriſt ) to be ſulject and obe- 
dient as to an ordinance to guide them in their conſent,and in whoſe ſentence the ul- 
timate formall Mini ſteri all aft of binding or looſing ſpould conſiſt:this power muſt 
needs be eſteemed and acknowledged in theſe fem to have the proper notion and cha- 
12 racter of Authority, in compariſon of that power (which muſt yet concuire with 
= theirs )that is in a whole body or multitude of men, ho have a greater and neerer 
V intereſt and concernment in thoſe affaires, over which theſe few are ſct as Fadlers. 


This difference of power doth eaſily 
of Father and Child bis diſpoſe 


appeare in comparing the ſeverall intereſt 


ent of ber in marriage, and her concurrence 


* o the Reader. 
thoritj Mull be found ſevered from that power of Excommunication, to ſecond 
it, i not obeged. Every Miniſter aud 2 in himſel f, alone, a pr wee 
- Dothrinal authority over the whole Church that is his charge, and every perſan in 
| it, to inſtruct, rebuke, exhort with all authority: By reaſon of which, thoſe 
2... wider him are bound to obey him in the Lord not only vi materiz,by vertme of the 
matter of the. commandr,inthat they are the command of Chriſt (far ſo he ſhould 
Peak with no more authority then any other man; yea, a Childe, who ing 4 
ruth out of the Word, ſhould lead us, 4s the Prophet ſpeaks ; ) But further, by 
reaſon of that Mdiniſteriall authority which Chriſt hath indow:d him withall, be 
t to be look d at bythem as an Ordinance of His, over them and'torwards them; 
2 be alone hath not the authority of Excommunication in him, to inforce 
his Doctrine, if any do gainſay it. Neither therefore is this anthority( as in him cons 
ſidered ) to be judged vain aud 25 eHfectu all, to draw men to obedience. 
Neither let it ſeem ſtrange, that the power of this Cenſrure, of cutting men off, 
and delivering them to Satan(i» which thepoſitive part(andi con» 
troyerfiaberwixt us and others,) of Excommunication lier) ſhowld be inſe-· 
Parablylinlęd by Chriſt unto apuarticular Congreg ation, & the proper native pripi- 
ledge bereof,. ſo. as thus no Aſſembly or Company of Elders juſtly preſumed and 
granted to be more wiſe and.judiciows, ſbould aſſiene it to themſelves, or ſever the 
formall power thereof froh particular Congregations. For though it be hard to 
giue the reaſon of Chriſts inſtututions ; yet there is uſually in the mayer of humane 
wiſdome and reaſon, ſamet hing analogous therennto,vhich may ſerve to illaſtrate, 
if not 20 juſtiſie this diſperſion of intreſts: Aud ſo (if we miſtake-not ) there 
may be ever of this in the wiſdome of our Anceſtors, in the conſtitutions of 
this Kingdome; The ſentencing to death of any ſubject in the kengdome, ar 11 it 
the bigheſt ctuill\puai ſa of all other the neereſt and exatteſt parallel to this 
in ſpirituallr,of cutting a foul off,and delivering it to Satan; yet the power of this 
28 not put into the hands of an Aſſembly of Lawyers only, no, not 
of allthe Fadger themotuer, men ſled for iſelme, faithfaineſſ, and gravity 
who yet are by office deſigned to have an intreſt herein; But when they upon any 
- fpeciall Cauſe of difficulty,for counſell and direction in ſuch judgments do all meet, 
(as ſometimes they do) yet they have not power to pronownce this ſentence of death 
upon any mn, without the concurrence of a Jury of his Peers which are of bis own 
rank: and in Corporations of ſuch as are Inh abit antsof the ſame place: Andwith 
a Jury of theſe (men,of themſelves not ſuppoſed to be ſo rkilfull in the Lari, & v. 
2wo Judges.yea, one, with other Juſtices on the Bench, hauh power to adjuage and 
pronounce that which all of them,and all the Lawyers in this kingdome together, 
have not without a Jury. And we of this nation uſe to admire the care and wiſs 
dome of our Anceſtors herein, and do eſicem this priviledge of the Subject in this 
. 7 peculaar to our Nation us one of the glories of our Laws,and do make 

© boaſtof is as fuch a liberty and ſecurity to each perſons life ( we e | 


' about us can ſhew the like And vbat (bonld be theresfon of ſuch a cotftS;39%011 bit 


'"tbezr ſingle Congregations, and according 


To the Reader. 


this (wich in the beginning we inſiſted on) the diſperſion of power into ſever il 
hands, which in capitall matters, every mans triall ſhould run t 
the one have the tye of like common intreſt to oblige them unto fai thfulneſi; 
as the otber ſhould have gkill and wiſdome to guide them amd direct therein. 

And beſides that intreſt that is in any kind of Aſſociation, fraternity, yea, o- 
neighbourhood, or like wiſe, that which in from the common caſe of men alike ſul- 
3 Authority ſet over them to ſentence them; there is alſo the ſpeciall ad- 


vantage of an call Num ledge of the falt in the haywws circumſtances thereof, 
inves. - (in theſe caſes ) of the ordinary convetſation of the perſon offending. 


We need not inlarge the application of this: Although a greater Aſſembly 
of Elders are to be reverenced as more wiſe and able, then a few Elders with 


ly may have an higher doctrinall 
power, ( a power Hand peculiarly ſuited to their abilities) in caſes of diffi- 
ne determine oh direct er in their way; yet Chriſt hath not be- 

with that power He bath done the Congregations ; becauſe they ar. 


the Ooremens 


ance( and * thereby) from that 
and fram of ſpirit in the perſon tranſ- 
ruh difficule and bard to be deeided from obſexeri= 
ant of light into the Circunftantiationof the Fact, and perſon, in which 
it 3944 committed, and by him obſtinately perſiſted in, as of the Dur it ſelf. 

: .. Other conſiderations of like weight mighthere be added, if not for, the proofe 
which we do not here intend)yet the cleering of this particular; As alſs to 7 
that that other way of proceeding by withdrawing commumion is moſt 
futable to the relation, that by Chriſtt endowment, all C s ſtand in one to- 
wards another; yea, aud wherein the leaſt ( being a body of Chriſt) doth ſtand i- 
tu all: But we ſbould too much exceed the bounds of an Epiſtle,and too long detain 
the Reader from the fruitful and pregnant Iabours of the worthy Author. 
be God of Peace and Truth, ſanitifie all the truths in 
ends ( and through bis Grace much more ) 


it, to all thoſe hol 'y 


which the holy and peaceable oari | 
the Author did intend. 9 and peaceavie ſpirit of = 
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CHAP. I. 
at the Keys of the Kingdome of Heaven be, and what 


"9 their Power. 
b He K 
miſed 
of his 


$ of the Kingdome of Heaven are pro- 
. Jeſus (the Head and King 
h) unto Peter, Matth. 16. 19. To 


of Heaven : and mhatſoever theu ſoalt 
on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven ; and 


b; 
whatſoever thou ſbalt boſe on Earth ſhall be looſed 
in Heaven. The words being Allegoricall, are 


* therefore ſomewhat obſcure: and holding forth honour and power 
in the Church, are therefore controverſall ; For where there is no 
"honout (nor pride to purſue it) there is no contention, It will not 
# © therefore be amiſſe, ſor opening of the Doctrine of the Power of the 
Keys; ſomewhat to open the words of the Text, whereon that 

poweris built. Five words require a little cleering. | 
* = 1, What is here meant by the Kingdome of Heaven? 
2 What me the keys of this Kingdom, and the giving of them 
„3. Whgt are the acts of theſe Keys, which are ſaid to be bind- 


3 1 
* 


e.. ding andlopling? | 


: „I. What is the object of theſe acts tobe bound or lookd, here | 


put under a generall name, hai ſauer A, 

is the ſubject recipient of this power, or to whom is 
this power given? Tozbee * I give the Keys, &c. : 
8 1. For 


® 
ad * % 


= 

? 

©. ” 

2 1 
* _— . * 
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. 27 
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Ot the Keys of the Kingdome of 


thee (faith Chriſt) will 7 give the Kei of the 


| 
Prov, 17. 10 
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ning and ich ar the keys here 
| wo keys, ut met ts Ls 8 ede — 


Of the Keys of the Kjngdomne of Heaven, 


. For e- By che King dome of Heaven is here met 
nedr e „ Nhich 1 21 and | Ki | 


only this Pres! to bite on — 4 0 1 is, in athe Church on carth; 


Ga Ee ay le ge un 


wit hesbound pri enth;>han]dbebaonnd in hea- 

2 And heayed being diſtinguiſhed from — Church on carth, 
muſt nec ds be meant the Kingdome of Glo 

2. For the feeond: What the Keys of the ingdome of heaven 

The Keys of the kingdome are the Ordinances which Chri 


585 


inſtitured to be adminiſtied rm Church; as the preaching ofthe 


Word, (which is the opening and applying of it) alſo the admi- 
niſtring of the Seals and Cenfures: For by the oper ing and applying 


. of theſe; both the gares of rhe Church here, and of heaven hereafter, 


are opened or ſhut to the ſons of men. 


"ane che giving 2 Keyb, * Decnnz gag. 
thalt-to whorh hee giveth with a power bp and ſhut 
gates of both, And this power lyeth yo, path eee 
ſing (whether it be their. [Office er theie Pla and Order in 
Oturch:) and partly in e * the 8 
of Chriſt, Ad chmpruying the me Keys; chat 
#6, ofthels Otdinitces d his WII. 
eee e f — 50 er No Sword, 

e not 2 — an z nur 8 

ter, ce — ve power Ov:t 
Church, but ewardly ane win —— 


David was given t. :s who ſucceeded Sbebn- 
in his Office, indhh; © ct was, 1119 yp overthehouſe v. 15. an 


the _ word over the oſs dees dcewacd in the houſe, 


Gen, | GY .1 
3. GG hethirdrh 2What are theafteof theſe Key 37 

The acts of theſt Keys ate id ere _ 82 
which are 5 materia Keys; 


being they have a 
power alto of open a and halting: : bnd w nt the ſo⸗ 
N power of the eK „ he & ſald tu have che Rey of David, 


wes num Alſe this 


£ 2 / , : 27 the Power hire.” © 


to er and no man to ſhut; w ſhut ind tio matt 
which im 77 1 that theſe Keys of Chrifts King 
power of opetiing and ſhutring, as that they do 


11 ctanaod emi; in opcaing,they Jo dt arid tent; fo hüt 
1 they binde, and retain; which wil wal 908 1 


3 chore peat opening 


* The fourth Point then is; What bi che ſubjeR to be bound 
"and looſd? 

- The Text in Oath. rs. 9, faith, whatſorv ey, whichreac| 
(fo far as the Papiſts would ſiterchit) lobes wr 6arhes; © 

venants, or contrads, ot counſels, or la 

# of allegiance, covenants of leaſe or marriage! 
8 or diſſolveth on 2 hon be ome rh ord 
No, this ove the Key | | 


TE en, Rev.y. 7. 
ome have ſuch a 
Alereby binde and 


not 


ie Nigel 
ratifieth 


heaven: 
the 


the Po 
olyed f 


. Heaven, bat the keyof 
the Neuter 1 Hh in the Maſculine; ) to hiply 
boch things and p .clons; Fn i; Perſons,as 1 9 
mit lach For ,when our Sayiourſpeaketh of ur: IP Fe 
ew” Seel ob, ora 21,) dere himſelf chus: ns 
| » Jorver Jes re bey are remiarted, ani ho f fins ſorver 7 155 
are retained. o Far Fob you binde earth, is as ouch there 
fore, as whole fins ſoever you retain on ee. and whatſoever 
looſe on earth is as much af wholſ fins ter looſe on e 
Now, this bindl and looliight whatloerer fing, Net 
commit them, is piittly in the conſciente of the ſinner, anti partly 
in his outward alte In the Church, which is wont to be 
in other terms, either in fro interior?, or in fore exteriori > As when 
inthe diſpenGtionof the Ordinances of God, a ſinpet is convinced - 
to lie under the guilr of ſin, then his $ fn is remined, his conſcience ls 
bound under the guilt o kad kimfelf Boavd? F 2x Church- 
N according to the quallty and deſert bf his offente; and If 
fin be the more hainons, himſelf is ſhut out from the commn- 
g on of the Cliuech : But wheg a ſinner repentech of his fin, and 


felſech it before the Lord, and ( ii it n be fore his 
1G, and then in the Lon opc Boer a e 
the Gol , his fin b remitte $7) oe rock e 


>  guiltofit, "and himſt if bath open and free entrance, boch unto the 
pPromile of the K andi into the gates « of the holy communi- 
on of the Church, ; | 


of the Ws of. the. ue of Heaven, 


To 5 is this pa of 
imm Peter, eee of 


3,48 an In- 
au 840 alſo. to give him 
dering and goveraing of ic, 


Fr. 


uk eto 15515 dundation o 


s of his CG ch, 
Bot 55 proved I 
net | RR as an A Hoh Cog an 


he.v 5 J or as a Beleever 
Lc $ 
wed in ions — 


his fellow Brethren, 
1 20 to another Take any 


peace, as of truth, we willn 25 


yot 1 e Peter 5 e 
ralſo, ea, 5785 1 


There is} rent 
| ; af er, 494 


ed alf the pow I which was given 
L of t { Nn For as = Fa- 
1 e poſtle e am am- 
995 ch Offi 
6 Was capa eh en 20, 21. 
* Lak 1 ef Ao received thekeys 
| , wee from this place in 
ze No 15 other tothe Presby- 
5 5 then 1 s more ex preſly gran- 
id other d Feripture $It  appear- 
42, of retaining or remitring of 
= looſirg,the whole power of 
well as to Peter, Jobn 20. 2 13. 
th Apoſtles commended the rule 
rgealar chyr id the a preſ- 
byt 4275 17. 1 Tim 5. 17. And therefore 
ve the power of the keys to them * Thirdly, It appear- 
| 85 Fred ehar Chriſt Chriſt gave 9 power of the keys to the Body like- 


How Peter is to be confidered _ 


e uin Diſcourſe, 


wiſe ol the Church, even to the Fratertitie with the Prezbyterie. | 


NT . For 


2 
. 
1 
- 


F 


and the Power:theresf.. 


* , | OY 1 43 
For 12 Tord Jeſus communicateth the power of binding and loo- 
ſing to the Apoſtles, or Elders, together with the whole Church, 
when they are met in his Name, and agree together in the cenſure of 
moſtender, Aſarih. 18. 17, 18., If ag offen e ed ro 
bene the Church, let bim be iy thre ac an Heathen or 4 Pabligan, that is, 


let him be excommunicated, Which cenſure adminiſtred 57 ˖ 255 


«with the whole Church, he ratifiett with this promile of the power 


_—_ 


 _ ofthe Keys: Very I ſay unto you, Whatſoever you ſhall binde on earth, 
be bound in bexyen; and whatſoever you ſhall looſe on earth, ſhallbe 
loofedin beaver, In which place, how ſoever there be ſome difference 
_ Claſſicall and Congre gationall Divines, what ſhould be 
nt by the Church ( Telltbe (burch ) hether the Presbyterie or 
—— yet all agree in this, (and it is agreement inthe - 
nuch, which we ſeck for) Nhat nopffender ip t bs excommunicated 
but with ſome coneurſe of the 8525 [<gation, i leaſt ag 
x, Of conſent to the ſentence · 2. Of aua 8 y with- 


n lexechtio of f, 
drawing themſelves from the offender ſo convicted and cenſured. 
Now this conſent and concurſe ofthe Congregation, which is requi- 
-- fire tothe power and} validitie of che cenſure, we conceiveis ſome 
part of the exerciſe. of the, power of n J 


er of the Keys. 0 

So that when Chriſt ſaid to Peter, To thee will I give ihe Keys of the 
kingdom: of boaven : If Peter then received the whole power of the 
— then he ſtoad in the roome and name of all ſuch, as have recei: 

any part of the power of the Keys, whether Apoſtles or Elders, 
or Churches. Ot, if hee ood in the roome of an ng only, yet 
that hindreth not, but that as hee. there received the power of an 
Apoſtle, ſo thereſtof the Apoſtles received the ſame power, either 
there or elſ:cwhere: and the Presbyrerie of each Church received, if 
not there, yet elſewhere, the power belonging to their office: and in 
like ſort each Church or Congregation of profeſſed Believers, re- 
ceived that portion alſo of Church-power which belonged to them. 


_— 


—_— 3 


Of the Diftribution of the Keys, and their power, or of the 
' ſeverall ſorts thereef. _ 5 


, 


He ordinary Diſtribution of the Keys, is wont to be thus delive- 
4 Hae) There is\c/av#\ 1, Scientiæ, A Key of knowledge, anda 
. Tee, e 


* ; 
« 

1 G 
2 


Lat Lu 4. 0 it Either'a Key of Order, 1 of 
verh. + 1 Jariſdiftion, 
This A* what in it doth 
"defective to us: 
inthis — 
= er. 
. RETOT paw parcoſthe keys, 
wrch-liberty. But 0 marv 
2 5 ik, — — all Church-liberry : 
1 bave look- 
ad chair defect of Church · liber 
n feeding 
A which belongstothem, have wre- 
u ubdu e which beloagopetto ther, 
mn rhe lov Aon d make way 
| 4. 8 
eriſdition) yet 
N auth es 2. — — 2 labour i — and 
ee 


Of the Keys if thi ing , Heaven, 

though it 8⁰ Pas 2 amongſt Prote- 
ang fa a Key oft won 8 i om a 

on F in omitting en incegrall 
4 realldefec omitting an integral keyr, 
recovered the liberty of preaching 
themſelves wronged 
in the 7 in dividing the 
of it mo into the order of Deacotts 
Flom Ranks a hy): been, as ic 


allowing chat ſacrilegi- 
ſiniſter wee heare of (to aur 

ga e | — 2 te Chriſtians ordi- 
2 — to preach ed. Gael likely, and to mini- 
ſter Sacramenes : yet we put a difference between Office and Order. 
Offce Ae peculiar ro thoſe, who are fe t apart for ſome 
* ooes a art ether Elders or Deaconus. 

ler properly taken) is common The 


* 4 and the Power thertafe. © 
| to. er TI 4 of the Charch, whether Officers or private Bre. 


then. ee lit themthar@eſubjec, as inthem 
well Senne, 2 „ dm 
date rt irnatoon, is well as her 


tar ul There is 
The maid. in ien is baby 
4% e Vet if any manbew ing to make office and order æqui- 
| wwe will nat contend about words, ſo there be no erroneous 
a apprebenfion wrapt into 8 
o come therefore to fuch a Plſtribution ofthe Keys as is more 
__ ſaixatblero Scriptute phraſe, For it becomes true //aeliter rather to 


ſpeik the language of Canaan, then the language of Aſbdod. 


had received the Lord ] and walked in him; hee ſua 


r ewo, Faith and Order, Col. 2. 5, 6 
There is therefore a Key of Faith and a key of Order. 


The Key of Faith, is the ſame which the Lord Jeſas calleth the 
key of knowledge, Luke 11, 53, and which hee complaineth, the 


ers had taken away. No that key ofknowled ge Chriſt ſpcak-' 


wy 
whos: of, was ſuch, that it it had not been taken away, hey that had it, 
>. * had rower py it to enter into the kit egg. of heaven themſelves, 
©" udlt may be, to open the doore too 
a Knowledge, whereby a mn hath power th enter into heaven, is 
only Faith, which is often thete fore called Knowledge, as 1/a. 53. 
11. By the knowledge of bim hall rom fervant j 
is by the faich of Chad. wy Job. 17. 3. This & eternal life to know 
| — that 1 f — 7150 N 3 is oe ange 
= dwledge, (ſav nowledge) or, w s alt one, che 
4 Die all believers. A fairhfull ſoule —.— 
== and. Chriſt io chem, 'recetverh Chriſt; and — 


Here he hioto a face; of 1555 through faith: and by the 
N eee lo rote lowſkip oftbe Chored 


feſſion of hi ith 
1 is the kingdume'of heaven d ala 25 on tarth :) and by che ſaie 
Hich, as be Bee ju . dh 


be kingdome of glory, Ron. 10 10. 


* vation, which is 545" at 
W's of Jy of if sf wy whereby every member of the 
| Church v 1 ach himſelf n A1 in che | 


his brethren to walk 
Ales and Elders called upon 


e ich the Ape 
gocurry himſelf b. fore ee 


ers, to enter alſo, Now ſuch 


of 


in the Temple, e 3 
i 


= Pan beheld, and ref 3 to behold, how the Church of 
up all their Church or = 5 1 their beauric and power, in 


jaſtiße many : that 


h — into the kingdome of heiven, doch here, and hereafter. 


emaketh conſeſſiou td fal- - 


* 


of the Keys of. the Kingaome of Heaven, . 


ei 588650 
yz W1 


"pam idement which 
Paul gays to the hole a, and to all the ; 
members of it ; to withdraw themſelves | ae brother that watketh 
＋ ben him that walk- 
order. And it was a 


diſorderly,a Theſ. 3.6. This their l 

ed diſorderly, was Tg ir. 1 Ram! 

| the | 1 5 ulteth the Bre- 
— the uur rr (in rhe 55 the ſame 


is ſenſe) is common to all the mem- 
or brethren. * 
ob a key of mer, or inte- 
The firſt of theſe is termed 
iſtinguiſhiog it from N part of 


ol chat e li impamitie, * witereby the chil- 
dren of Godare fer <3 10 Chriſt from Satan hell, bon- 
dage of fin, curſe of the w, and ſervice ofthe Ceremoniall 1 
Law: nor of immanitie, w hereby on. > haye power to be called the-ſon; of 
Gad, to come e noe race in er, and as heirs 
of glory, to look for our inhe ne ip! light: t of that externall 
libertie, or irteraſ which Chrilt al a ht th Pacha for ple, 
s libertie to enter into lo of his Church, libertie to 


chaſe and call well gifted men to afice nchat his Church + libertie 
2 ee or ſeals of the Covenant ofthe Church- 


0 intereſt to n wirh o. art: In the due cenſure of of. 
ler e Thi ene rt libertieand the. acts thereof, are oſten 
— pr pl che the Apaltles : and the A e Paal cal- 


leth it expreſly by the name of libertie. Frethren 
been called unto 


r 
Ale by hat 


| ich he you baye 
LIB wing Ira uſe not your liberne ar an occafi hen 


ther, Galar: 5: 12 — 5 the A 


bs 
rm in Aeg 1 90 = 
ks K L Pos 5 ey 

* th norto exhortunto bonor mores I penerall; ;(asvfhak 

Mare hea: to infra Jn Church Diſcipline, in  'F 


. which 


. d and the Power thertif. 
ere giverh three or fonre direftions to the tenth o. of Chop, 6. 
„I. Touching. the cenſure of thoſe corrupt Teachers, who had 
=.” pervertcd and troubled them with that corrupt Doctrine of juſti- 
„ : fication by works. Chep,5. wer. g. to the end ofthe Chapter. 
2. Touching the gentle admortition and reſtoring of a brother 
flullen by infirmitie, (hp. 6- ver. 7,cog, I 
3. Teuching the maintenance of their Minifters, ve#.6,7,8.and 
beneficence to others, vey. 9, 10. . AT "Of e C2 
louaching the firſt, the cenſure of their cortupt Teachers. . He 
.*hyeth fovr ground of chat which hĩimſelf gave forthe ground 
| Poge hecxcormmnicationof the incelttro riath; 1 Cor. 5.8.) A 
ih lexven las eueth the whole Wing, verſt g. 1. He preſumeth the 
Cburch will be of the ſame mind with him, and coticar in the cen- 
ſurs of him that troubled them with corrupt doctrine, v. 1 e. (from 
_ fellowſhip with which corrupt doctrine he dlenretkhimſel t, v. i f.) 
3. He proceedeth to deelare, what cenlute lle witherh 1118 be 
_ - diſpenſed againſt him; and the teſt of thoſe corrupt Teachiers.' 7 
wald ( faith he) they were even nt off that trouble yout : cut off, to wit, 
by excommunication, ver. 12. Now leſt it ſhould be objected by 
ite brethren ot the Charch: But what power have we to cut them 
off? The Apuſtle anſwereth, they have a power and libertie ( to 
wWoit, to oyn with the ſounder part of the Preshyterie,in caſting them 
** _-ont, or cutting them off:) For brethren ( faith he) you are called un. 
to libertie. | £4 
'  Tfitſhould be further objected, Yea, but glve the people this 
power and libertie in ſome caſes; either to caſt off their Teachers 
': or to cutthemoff, the people will ſoon take advantage to abuſe 
this libertie unto much carnall licentiouſneſſe. The Apoſtle pre- 
venteth that with a word of whotſome counfell : Bretbren ( faich 
he)you have been called unto libertie : onely wſe not your libertie as an oc- 
cafion to the fleſh, but by love ſerve one another, v. i 3. and wars: 4. 
ſonably purſueth this counſell with a caveat ro beware of abuſing 
this libertie to carna ll contention, (an ufuall diſeaſe of popular li- 
berty)and withall dehorteth them from all other frults of the fleſh, 
to the end of rhe Chapter, 1 8 
Evident therefore it is, that there is a key of power or liberty gi- 
ven to the Church (to the Brethren with the Elders) as to open a 
dcore of entrance to the Miniſters calling; ſo to fhur the doore of 
entrance againſt the m in ſome caſes, as when through corrupt and 
+ pernicious do&rine,they turn from Shepherds to become ravenous 
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of the Keys: of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
xing ſpoleten ther ol that firſt key of drder, nimely;'t of 
aun ,n more lenge feoke Jorlibertyinake Gherch there renain- 
eth the other hey of. en der, which is che key of. Autbotsry: or of Rule, 
in a more ſtrict ſenſe, which is in the Eldext of the Church. 
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tiſwe, and the Lords Supper. 
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e e, though not Church · power. And in Church- power let 
125 ab we a hey of libertse, that is, a power and nerand privilege of 
intereſt, as 12 of Aae. And by their key oßoxder, as they doe 
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Of the ſubjett of the power of the keys, to whom they are commit- 
ted: and firſt of the key of Knowledge, and Order. 


A the keys of the kingdom of heaven be divers, ſo are the ſub- 
11 je&s to whom they are committed, divers: as in the natural! 
body, diverfitie of functions belongeth to diverſitie of members. 
1. The key of knowledge (or which is all one, the key of Faith) 
belongeth to all the faitkfull, whether joyned to any particular 
Church or no. As in the primitive times, men of grown years were 
firſt called and converted to the faith, before they were received in. 
to the Ghurch: And even now an Indian or Pagan may not be re- 
ceived into the Church, till he have firſt received the faith, and have 
made profeſſion of it before the Lord, and the Church: which argu- 
eth, that the key of knowledge is given not 6nely to the Church, 
but co ſome before they enter into the Church. And yet to Cbriſti- 
ans for the Churches fake: that they who receive this grace offaich, 
by it may receive Chriſt and his benefits, and there wit may receive 
alſo this priviledge, to find an open doore ſet before them, to enter 
into the a rs the Church, -' 
2. The key of or ( 


ſpeaking as we doe of Church order, as Paul 
doth, Col. 2. 949) belongeth to all ſuch, who are in Church order, 
whether Elders or Jrethreu. For though Elders be in a ſuperiour 
order, by reaſon of their office, yet the brethren (over whom the 
Elders are made Overſeers and Rulers) they ſtand alſo in an order, 
even in orderly ſubjęction, according to the order of the Goſpel. 
It is true, every faithfull foul that hath received a key of knowledge, 
is bound to watch over his neighbours ſoul, as his own, and to ad- 
moniſh him of his ſin, unleſſe he be a ſcorner: but this he doth, Non 
ratione ordinis, ſed intwitu charitatis: not by vertue of a ſtate of order 
which he is in ( till in Church fellowſhip) but as of common Chri- 
ſtian love and charitie. But every faithfall Chriſtian who ſtandeth 
in Church order is bound to doe the ſame, as well reſpectu ordinù, 
as intuitu charit atu, by vertue ot. that royall Law, not onely of love, 
but of Church order, Atanb. 18. 15776, h. whereby if his bro- 
ther who offended him dos nnt hearken to his conviftien' and ad 
monition, he is then according to order, to proceed further, taking 
one or to withhim: andi che offender reſuſo to heare them alſo. 
then he is by order to tell the Church, and afterwards walk towards 
bim, a8 God ſhall dive& Be” IF order it: N 
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: e right and due eſtabliſnment and ballancing of the liber- 


tier or prioiledges of the. people ( which is in a true ſenſe, may be tal- 
af ig ) 292 — er _ it is = ory y of 
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er the Elders; The Goſpel alloweth no Church 
or rule properly ſo called)to the Brethren, but reſerveth 
Leadtek and yet preventech the tytanuy and oli- 
and enotbitancy of theElders, by the large and firme eſts- 


in them. Pacers axiome is here notablt; Pacher penes omnem Ecele- 
fam eſt ; Authoritar mini ſterii panes Prei nerd & Epiſcopor, In Mat. 
1619. where Toteſtar or power being contradiſtinguiſhed from 4 
tk + Awthors.te is elſe but a libertie or priviledge. 

hs pak ofthe ee ur b of the roy conſiſting of them, 


UW bo qa of Brethren bach he vn, prvoifedier and liber. 

e their Officers. In che choice of an Apoſtle into the place 
oa Juda, the people went as fur as humane vote and ſuffrage could 
goe. Out of 1 20,perſana(y. 1 15.) they choſe out, and preſented two; 
out of which t ſe an Apoſtle was to bedefignedimmediate- 
ly by Onda by lot choſe one; And yet this one ſo choſen of 
| , communibui omni ſuffragiis inter ducdecim A- 
poftolor ales , ver. 26. was counted a the Apoſtles by 
| 8 of them all. And this place Oyrian preſſeth 
e . is ola, or proviledge, 


uf: er cd woſing or re filing their Mivtiſters. 
— 4 W ( fair he * . bab et, vel dignos 
| facerdoter bee Bpiſfol. 4. lib. r. 
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* ; ard | 2 Power thereq. 
him. gg=ied them Elders, cbo by lifng up of bands. 

e fame power is clearly expreſſed in the choice of Deacons, 

Add. 6. 3. 5, 6. The Apoſtles did not chooſe the Deacons, but called 


the multitude N and ſaid unto them, Brethren, look you out 


* "ſeven men among t yow, whom wee may appoint over this buſineſſe : And 


the ſaying pleaſed the whole multitude, and they choſe Stephen, &c, 

2 It is a privilege, or a I bert the Church hath received, to ſend 
forth one or more of their Elders, as the publick ſervice ot Chriſt 
and of the Church may require. Thus Epaphrollitus was a Me ſſen- 


4 ger or Apoſtle of the Church of Philippi unto Paul, Phil. 2. 25. 


J. The Brethren of the Church have Per and liberty of propoun- 
ding any juſt exception againſt ſuch as offer themſelves to be admit- 
ted unto their communion, or unto the ſeals of it: Hence Saul, when 
he offered himſelfe to the communion of the Church at Feruſalem, 
was not at firſt admitted thereto, upon an exception taken againſt 
him by the Dip, till that exception was removed, Act. 9. 26 27. 
and Peter did not admit the family of Cornelius to B iptiſme, till he 
had inquired of the Brethren, if any of them had any exception 
againſt it, Ac, 10. 47. | 
'4. As the Brethren have a power of order, and the priviledge to ex- 
poſtulate wich their Freren, in caſe of private ſcan ſals, according to 
the rule, Mat. 18, 15, 16. So in caſe of publick ſcandall,the whole 
Church of Brethren have power and pridiledge to joyn with the Elders, 
in inquiring, hearing, judging of publick ſcandals ſo as to binde no- 
torious offenders and impenitents under cenſure, and to forꝑ ĩve the 
repentant: For when Chriſt commandeth a brother, in caſe that of- 
fence cannot be healed privately, then to tell the Church, Mit. 18. 17. 
it — implyeth that the Church muſt heare him, and inquire 
into the offence complained of, and judge of tie offence as they find 
it upon inquiry. When the Brethren that wete of the circumeiſion 
expoſtulated with Peter about his communion with Cornelius, and 
his uncircumciſed family, Peter did not reject them, and their com- 
plaint againſt him, as tranſgreſſing the bounds oftheir juſt per and 
prizitedge, tut readily addreſſed himſelf to give farisfation to them 
all, A#.11.2.to 18. The Brethren of the Cha ch of Corinth being gathe- 
red together with their Elders, in the name of the Lord Feſms, and i h 
his power, did deliver the ince ſi noms perſon to Satin, 1 Cor. 5. 4, 5. And 
Paul reproveth themall, Brethren as well as Elders, tt at they had 
no ſooner put him away from amongſt them, v. 2. and expteſly 
© healloweth to them all power to j aage them that are within, CR 
ea, 
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| Yea, and from,thence argueth, in all the Saints, even in the meagieft 

of the Saints, an ability to judge between brethren, in the tffffigs of 

this life, as thoſe that have received ſuch a ſpirit of diſcerning from 
Chriſt, by which they ſhall one day judge the world, even Angels, 
ſoin the next Chapter, the 6,0f that 1 Cr. 1. 2, 3, 45 · And the ſame 
Brethren of the ſame Church, as well as the Elders, he increaceth 
zo forgive the ſame inceſtuous Corinthian, upon his repentance, 
2 Corea. 7, 8. | 

If it be ſaid, to judge is an act of rule; and to be Rulers of the 
Church, is not given to all che Brethren, but to the Elders onely : 
nſw. All judgement is not an act of authoritie or rule; for there 
is a judgement of diſcretion, by way of priviledge, as well as of au- 
thoritie by way of ſentence: That of diſcretion is common to all the 
Bretbren, as well as that of authority belongeth to the Presbytery of 
that Church. In England, the fary by their verdi&, as well as the 

udge by his ſentence, doe both. © D the ſame male- 
actor; yet in the jury their verdict is but an act of their popular 
liberty : In the Judge it is an act of his judiciall authoritie. 

If it be demanded, What difference is there between theſe two? 
The anſwer is ready, Great is the difference: for though the Ju- 
ry have given an judgement and verdict, yet the male factor is 
not thereupon legally condemned, much leſſe executed, but upon 
the ſentence of the Judge : In like fort here, though the Brethren 
of the Church doe with one accord give up their vote and judge- 
ment for the cenſure of an offender, yer he is not thereby cenſured, 
till upon the ſentence of the Presbytery. 

If it be {aid again; Yea, but it is an act of authority to binde and 
looſe, and the power to bind and looſe, Chriſt gave to the whole 
Anſw.. The whole Church may be ſaid to bind and looſe, in that 
the Brethren conſent, and concurre with the Elders, both before the 
Cenſure in diſcerning it to be juſt and equall, and in declaring their 


diſcernment, by lifring up of their hands, or by ſilence: and aſter the 
cenſure, in rejecting the offender cenſured from their wonted Com- 


munion. And yet their diſcerning or approving of the juſtice of the 
. cenſure beforehand,is not a preventipg of the Elders in their work. 
For the Elders before that have not onely privatcly examined the 
offender and his offence,and the proofes thereof, to prepare che mat- 
ter and ripen ic for the Churches cognizance : but doe alſo publick- 

ly reviſe the heads of all the matcriall paſſages thereof 


Church: 


2 


ore the 


and the Power thereof. 


Churer: and doe withall declare to the Church the counſell and 


williof God therein, that they may rightly diſcerne and approve 
what cenſure the Lord requlreth to be adminiſtred in ſuch a caſe. 


So that the peoples diſceruing and approving the Juſtice of the cen- 
ure before it be adminiſtred, ariſeth from the Elders former inſtru- 


3 


tion and direction of them therein: Where unto the people give con- 
lent, in obediencè to the will and rule of Chriſt, Hence is that ſpeech 
of the Apoſtle; We have in readineſſe to revenge all diſobedience, ben 
Jour OBEDIENCEI& FULFILLED, 2 Cor. 10.6. The Apoſtles 
revenge ot diſobedience by way of reproofe in preaching, doth not 

follow the peoples obedience, but proceedeth whether the people 
obcy it or no. It wat therefore their revenge of diſobedience by 
way of cenſure in diſciplint, which they had in readineſſe, when the 
obedience of the Church is fulfilled in diſcerning and a pproving the 
Equitie of the Cenſure, vhich the Apoſtles or Elders have declared 
to chem from the Word. 2 . ä 

This power or priviledge of the Church in dealing in this fort 
with a ſcandalous offender,may not be limited only toa private bro- 
— uh may reach alſo to an offenſive Elder. For(as hath 

been couchedalready Yir is plaine chat the Brethren of the Circum- 

ciſion, ſuppoſing Petey to have given an affence in cating with men 
uncircumciſed, they openly ex poſtulated with him about his offence: 
and he ſtood not with them upon termes of his Apoſtleſhip, much 
leſſe of his Elderſhip,but willingly ſubmitted himſelfe to give ſatiſ- 
faction to them all, AA. 1 1. 2. to 18. And Paul writeth to the Church 
of C vluſſe, to deal vrith Arebippia, warning him to ſee to the ful filling 
of his Miniſtery, Ci. 4. 17. And very pregnant is his direction to the 
Galatians, for their proceeding to the utmoſt with their corrupt and 
ſcandalous falſe Teachers. I would ( ſaith he) they were ever cut off 
that trouble yon; And that upon this very ground of their /ibertie, 
Gd. 5. 12 13. as hath been opened above in Chap. 2. 

But whether the Church hath power or libertie for proceeding 
to the utmoſt cenſure of their whole Presbyrtery, is a Queſtion ot 
more difficultie. 

For 1. It cannot well be conceived that the whole Presbytery 

ſhould be proceeded againſt , bur that by reaſon of their ſtrong in- 

© flnenceinco the hearts of many of the ;rethten, a ſtrong party of the 

= Brethren will be ready to fide withth'm : and in caſe of finding diſ- 

ſenſion and oppoſitĩon, the Church ought not to proceed without 

ebnſulting with the Synod, As when there aroſe diſſenſion in the 
{ , ; 7 
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church at Autioch, and SIDING, (or as the word is cut) th Vent 
up tothe Apoſtles and Elders at Jernſalew,, who in way ol Synnd de- 
rermined the buſiueſſe, Act. 1 3. 2. to 23. A precedeut and pattern of 


due Church proceedings in caſe of diſſenſion, when ſome take with £ / 


one fide, ſome with another, But of that more hereafter. 
2. Excommunication is one of the higheſt acts of Rult in the 
Church, and therefore cannot be performed but by ſome Rulers, 
Now where all the Elders are culpable, there be no Rulers left in 
that Church to cenſure them. As therefore the Presbytery cannot 
excommunicate the whole Church, (though Apoſtate) for they maſt 
tell the Church, and joyn wich the Ci urch in that Cenſure: fo nei · 
ther can the Church excommunicate thewhole Pre/bytery, becauſe 
they have not received from Chriſt an office of rule, without their 
If it be ſaid, . the tœentiy · fowre Elder ( who.reprefent the private 
members of the Church, as the foxre living Creature: doe the foure 
Officers) had all of them Crowns upon their heads, and ſate upon 
thrones ( Rev. 4. 4 .] which are ſignes of regall auchoritie : Ihe an- 
ſwer is, The crowns and thrones argue them to be Kings, no more 
then their whiter ments argue them to be Priaſts, ver. . but neither 
Prieſts nor Kings by Office, but hy libertie to performe like ſpiritu- 
all duties by grace, whickthe other do by grace and office: As Prieſts 
they offer up ſpirimall ſacrifices : and as Kings they rule their luſts, 
paſſions, themſelves, and their families, yea, the world and Church 
alſo after a ſort : the world, by improving it to ſpirituall advan- 
tage : and the Church, by appointing their own Officers, and like 
wile. in cenſuring their offenders, not onely by their officers, (which 
is as much as Kings are wont to doe) but alſo by their own royall 
aſſent, which Kings are not wont to doe, but ouely in the execu- 
tion of Nobles. ‚ N E 341 N 1 0 
But nevertbeleſſe, though the Church want authoritie to excom- 
municate their Presbytery, yet they want not libertie to withdraw 
from them: For ſo Paul iuſtructeth and beſeecheth the Church of 
Rome (whom the holy Ghoſt forefaw would moſt and in need of 
this counſell) to make uſe of this libertie: J beſeech yon ( faith he) 
mark ſuch ai cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the DOCTRINE © 
you BOD _—_ — „ee _— ben e HDR from ibm. 
o then, e agiration of this objection, there appeare two . 
berries of the Church more to be added ro the 1 


2 One is this ( which is the fifth libertie in members) the Church ; 45 


and the Power thereof. 


in caſe of diſſenſion amongſt theniſelves to reſort to a 
od AH. 15.1, 2. Wherealo it appeareth the Brethren enjoyed 
WE © this libertte, to diſpute their doubts till they were fatisfied,ver/.7.12. 
td joyn wich the Apoſtles and Elders in the definitive ſentence, and 
i che promulgation of the ſame. verſ.22,23. 
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-=:munion of thoſe, whom they want _—— to excommunicate. 
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Por as they ſet up the Presbyterie, by profeſſing their ſubjection to 
.—— theminthe Lord: ſo they avoid them by profeſſed withdrawing 
their ſubjection from them according to God. 
HA ſeventh and laſt Liberty of the Church, is, Liberty of commu- 
nion with otherchurches. Communion we ſay : for it is a great Li- 
bertie, that no particular church ſtandeth in ſubjection to another 
particular church, no, not to a Cathedrall church; but that all che 
Churches injoy mutuall brotherly communion amongſt themſelves; 
which communion is mutually exerci ſed amongſt them ſeven ways, 
which for brevitie and memorie ſake, we ſumme up in ſeven words. 
1. By way of Participation. 2, Of Recommendation. 3. Of Conſulta- 
tion. 4, 9 into a Synod. 5. Of Contribution. 6, Of 
Admonition. 7. Ot Propagation or Multiplication of Churches. 

1. By way of Participation; the members of one church occa- 
ſionally coming to another church, where the Lords Supper com- 
eth to be adminiftred, are willingly admitted to ge with them 
at che Lords Supper, in caſe that neither themſelves, nor the chur- 
ches from whence they came, do lie under any publique offence, 
For wee receive the Lords Supper, not only as a Seal of our commu- 
nion with the Lord Jeſus, and with his members in our own 
Church, but alſo in all the churches of the Saints. 

2. By way of Recommendation; Letters are ſent from one church 
to another, recommending to their watchfulneſſe and communi- 
on, any of their members, who by occaſion of buſineſſe, are for a 
time to reſide amongſt them, As Paul ſent Letters of Recammen- 
datinu to the Church of Rome, in the behalf of Phæbe, a Deaconeſſe 
of the Church of Cenchrea, Rom. 16. x, 2. And of theſe kind of Let- 

ters hee ſpeaketh to the Church of Corinth alſo though not as need- 
full to bimſelt (who was well known to them) yet for others, 
20. z. 1. | | 
But if a member of one church have juſt occaſion to remove him- 
ſelf and his family, to take up his ſctled habiration in anober 
by the church in his behalf, do 
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i 1 
recommend him to their perpetuall watchfulneſſe and com hufflon. 
And if che other church have no juſt cauſe torefuſe him, they of his 
owne church do by thoſe letters wholly diſmilſe him from them. 
ſelves ; wherupon the letters (for diſtinction fake) are called let- 
ters of diſmiſſion ; which indeed doe not differ from the other, but 
in the durance of the recommendation, the one recommending him 
for a time, the other for ever. A 

3. By way of Conſultatiox,one church hath liberty of communica- 
ung with another to require their judgement and counſel], touch- 
ing any per ſon or cauſe, where with they may be better acquainted 
then themſelves. Thus the Church of Antioch, by their meſſ engers, 
eonſulted with the Church at Feruſalem, touching the neceſſitſe of 
circumcifion, Ad 15, 3, although the conſultation brought forth 
a further effect of communion with churches; to wit, their Con- 

egation into a Synod, Which is the fourth way of communion ct 
churches : All of the churches have the like libert ie of ſending their 

meſſengers to debate anddeterminein a Synod, ſuch matters as do 
concern them all; As the Church of Antioch ſent meſſengers to Je- 
ruſalem for reſolution and ſatisfaction in a doubt chat troubled them: 
the like libertie by proportion might any other church have taken; 
yea, many churches together; yea, all the churches in the world, in 
any caſe that might concern them all, What authoritie theſe Sy- 
nods have reccived, and may put forth, will come to be conti- 
dered in the ſequele. | 

A fifth way of communion of churches, is the Libertie of giving 
and receiving mutuall ſupplies and ſuccours one from another. The 
Church at Ieraſalem communicated to the cturches ofthe Ger:i'e-, 
their ſpirituall treaſures of gifts of Grace; and the churches ot the 
Gentiles miniſtred back again to them, liberall oblations of qut- 
ward beneficence, Rom. 15. 26, 27, Alt 11. 29, 30. When the 
church of Antioch aboundeth with more varietie of ſpirituall gifted 
men, then the ſtare of their own church ſtood in neeed of; they 
faſted and prayed; as for other cuds, fo for the inlargemenr of 
Chriſts Kingdome in the improvement of them. And the Holy 

zhoſt opened them a dorefor the ſuccout of many countreys about 
them, by the ſending forth of ſome of them, Ad, 13. 1, 2, 3. 

A ſixthway of communion of churches is by way of mutuall ad- 
monition, when a publike offence is found amongſt any of them: 
For as Pas had liberty to admqniſh Peter before the whole church 
at Antioch, when hee faw him walk not with a right foot, (and yet 
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paul Hd no autFority over Peter, but onely both of them had equall 
mutuall intereſt one in another) Gal. 2. 1 1. to 14. Soby the ſame 
Proportion , one Church hath liberty toadmoniſh another,though 
they be both of them of equall authority; ſeeing one Church hath 
as much intereſt in another, as one Apoſtle in another, And if bythe 
royall law of love, one Brother hath liberty to admoniſh his Bro- 
ther in the ſame Church, (Ant. 18. 15. 16.) then by the ſame rule 
of brother ly love, and mutual watchfulnes, one Church hath power 
to admoniſh another, in faithfulneſſe to the Lord, and unto them. 
The Church in the (anticles rook care not only for her own mem- 
bers, but for her little ſiſter, which ſnhe thought had no breaſt;yea aud 
. conlulteth with other Churches what to doe for her, Cant. 8. g. And 
would ſhe not then have taken like care, in caſe their little ſiſter ha- 
ving breaſts, her breaſts had been diftempered, and given corrupt 
matter in ſtead of milk : 

A ſeventh way of communion of Churches may bee by way of 
propagation and multiplication of Churches : As when'a parricular 
Churchof Chriſt ſhall grow fo full of members, as all of them can- 
not heare the voice of their Miniſters; then as an Hive full of Bees 
ſwarmeth forth, ſo is the Church occaſioned to ſend forth a ſuffi- 
cient number of her members, fit to enter into a Church-ftate, and 
rocarry along Church-work amongſt themſelves. And for that end 
they either ſend forth ſome one or other of their Elders with them, 
ordire them where to procure ſuch to come unto them. The like 
courſe is wont to be taken, when ſundry Chriſtians comming over 
from one countrey to another; ſuch as are come over firſt, and are 
themſelves full of company, direct thoſe that come after them, and 
aſſiſt them in like ſort, in the combination of themſelves into 
Church-order, according to the Rule of the Goſpel. Thovgh the 
Apoſtles be dead, whoſe office it was to plant, and gather, and mul- 
tiply Churches; yet the work is not dead, but the ſame power of 
c 


be eyes is left with the Churches in common, and with each parti- 
cular Church for her Merge to their meaſure, to propagate 
andenlarge the Tinglame of Chri 
ty) throughout all generations. 
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. Of the ſubje# to hom the Key of Authority ir committed. 


He key of Azthority or Rule, ia committed to the Elders of the 
| Church and ſo the act ot Rule is made the proper act of their 


— 


The Elders thas rule ell, &c. 1 Tim. 5. 17. Heb. 1 3.7.17. 

The ſpeciall acts of this rule are many. 

The firſt and prineipall is that vhich the Elders who lalour in th: 
Word and Doctrius, are chiefly to attend unto, that is, the proach- 
ing of the Word with all Aufbority, and that whichisannexed there - 
to, the adminiſtration of the Sacraments, or Seales, Speak, rebu le 
and ealurt (laith P to Tia) with al amthority, Tit. 2,15. And 
that the adminiſtration ofthe ſeals is ammexeditherero, is plain from 
Math, 28.19.20. Go(faith Chriſt to the Apuſtles) make Diſchples, 
and baptize them, c. F 
It it be objected, Private members may all of them prophecie pub- 
lickly, 1 Cor, 14.31. andtherefore alſo baptize : and fo this act of 
authority is not peculiar to preaching Elders. 

As. 1. The plaeain the Corinth doth not ſpeak of ordinari: 
private members, but of men furniſhed with extraordinary gifts. 
- Kings at che time of their Coronation give many extraordinatic 
large gifts, whichthey do not daily poure our in like ſort in their 
ord government. Chriſt fur afrer his aſcenſion poured out 
alargermeaſure of his Spirit then in times ſucceeding. The mem- 
; bers of the Church of Corinth (as of many other in thoſe primi- 
tive times) were inriched wiib all knowledge, and in all utteramce, 
1 Cer. 1. 5. And the fame tat hadi che gift of propheſee in 
che Church of Corinth; hadalſo tbe gift of Tongues, which put up- 
4 Apoſtle a: neceffity to takethem off from their u 
ſpeaking with Tongues, by preſerring propheſie before it, 1 Cor. 
1 2.19 24. So that though all they might prophefie ( as having 
_ exrantdivary- gitis for it,) yet: the like liberty is not allowed to 
Thom hat want the like gifts. In the Charchof Iſcuel, none befides 
the Prieſti and Levitet, did ordinarilypropheſie, either im the Tem- 
ple, or in the Synagogues, unleſſe they were either furniſhed with 
extraordinary gifts of propheſie, (as the Prophets of Ie) or were 
| and trained up, to prepare for ſuch a calling, as the ſonnes 
of the Propbets, When Amos was forbidden by the bigh Prie ſt 
of Bethe] » to propheſie at Bethel, Amos doth not alledge nor plead 
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the liberty of any //-az/iceto propheſie in the holy Aſſemblies, bur 
alledgeth onely his extraordinary calling, Amos. 14, 15. It ap- 

peareth alſo that the /oxs of the Prophets, that is, men (et apart and 
trained upto prepare for that calling, were allowed the like tibec- 
tie, 1 Sam. 19.20. 

Anſw. 2. But neither the ſons of the Prophets, nor the Prophets 
themſelves, were wont to offer facrifices in Iſrael, (except Samuel 
and Eliab by ſpecial direction) nor did the extraordinarie Prophets 
in Corinth take upon themto adminiſter Sacraments, 

If any reply, That if the Prophets in the Church at Corinth had 
beenenduedwith extraordinarygifts of propheſie they hadnor been 
ſubject to the judgment of the Prophet, which theſe are directed to 
be, 1. Cor. 14. 2 2. 

Anſw, It followeth not. For the People of God were to examine 
all propheſies, by the Law and Te ſtinony, and not to receive them 
but according to that rule, Pſal. 8. 20. Yea and Paul himſelf refer- 

reth all his Doctrine to the Law and Prophets, Act, 26. 22. And the 
Bereans are commended ſor examining Pauli Doctrine according 
to the Scriptures, Acte 17. 11, 12 | 

2, A ſecond att of Authoritie common to the Elders, is, they 
have power,asany weighty occaſion ſhall require, to call the Church 
together, as the Apoſiles called the Church together for the election of 
Deacons, As 6.2. And in like ſort are the Priets of the old Teſta- 
ment ſtirred up to call a ſolemne Aﬀembly,to gather the Elder, and 
all the inhabitants of the land, to ſanttiſie 2 Faſt, Fort 1. 13, 14. 

3. It is an act of their power, to ex mine, if the Apoſtles, thenany 
others (whether officers or members) before they be received ot the 
Church, Rev 2.2, | 

A fourth act ot their rule is, the Ordination of Officers (whom the 

people have choſen) whether Eiders or Deacons, 1 Tim. 4. 14. 
Atts 6. 6. 

5. It is an act of the Key of Authority, that the Elders open the 
droves of Speech and Silence in the Aſſembly. They were the Ruler 
of the Synagogue, who ſent to Pax! and Bars bar to openitheir 

moutnes in a werd of cxhortation, Acts 13. 15. and it is the ſame 

ower which calleth men to ſpeak;to put men to ſilence when they. 
ſpeak amiſſe. And yet when the Elders themſelves do lie under of- 
fence;or nnder ſuſpit ĩon of it, the brethren have liberty to tequire 
ſiatis faction in a modeſt manner, concerning any publ ick breach of 

rule, as hach been mentioned above out of Acts 11. 2,3, K c. 
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6. Itbelongeth to the Elders to prepare matters beforeband, which 
are to bee tranſacted by themſelves, or others, in the face or the 
Congregation , as the Apoſtles and Eldirs being met at the houſe of 
James, gave direction to Paul how to carry himſelfe that hee 
might prevent the off. nce of the Church, hen he ſnould appeare 
betore them, Ac. 2 1.18. Hence when the offence of a brother is (ac- 
cording to the rule in Math, 18, 17.) tobe brought to the Church, 
they are beforehand to conſider and enquire whether the offence be 
really given or no, whether duly proved, and orderly proceeded 
in by the brethreo , according to rule, and not duly ſatisfied by the 
offender : leſtthem{. lves and the Church, be openly cumbred with 
unneceſſary and tedious agitations: but that all things tranſacted 
before the the Church, be carried along with moſt expedition and 
beſt edification. In which reſpect they have power to reject eauſleſs 
and diſorderly ——— well as to propound and handle juſt 
complaints before the congregation, 

7. In tte handling of an offence before the Church, the Elders 
have authority boch 1s dicere, and Senrentsam ferre ; When the of- 
fence appeareth truly ſcandalous ; the Elders have power from God 
to informe the Church,what the Law (or Rule and il) of Chrift is 
for the cenſure of ſnch an offence : And when the Church diſcernes 
the ſame, and hath no juſt exception againſt ir, but condeſcendeth 
therero, it is a further act of the Elders power, to give ſentence a- 
gainſt the offender. Both theſe acts of power in the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, are foretold by Ezekiel, Chap. 44. 23, 24. They ſhall teach 
wy people the difference between holy and propbane , and cauſe them to diſ- 
cerz between the uncleane and the cleane, And in controverſie they ſhall 
ſtand in judgment, and they ſhall judge it according to my judgmeui, e. 

8. The Elders have power io diſmiſſe the Church with a bleſing in 
the name of the Lord, Nam.6.23.to 26. Heb.7.7. 

9. The Elders have received power to charge any of the peoplein 
private, that none of them live either inordinaiely without a calling, 
or idlely in their calling, or ſcendalonſly in any ſort, 2 Theſſ.3.6. and 
verſ. 8. 10,1 1,12, The Apoſtles command argueth a power in the El- 
ders to charge theſe duties upon the people effectually. 

to. What power belongeth to the Elders in a Synod, is more fit- 
ly to be ſpoken to in the Chapter of Synods. 
- 11, Incaſe the Church ſhould fall away to blaſphemy againſt 
. Chriſt, and obſtinate rejection and perſecution of the way of grace, 
and either no Synod to be hoped fox, or no help by a Synod, the El- 
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ders have power to withdraw (or ſeparate) the Diſciples fromthem, 
and to carry away the Ordinances with them, and therewithall ſad- 
ly to denounce the juſt Judgement of God againſt them, 40 19. 9. 
Exod. 3 2.7. Mark, 6.11. Luke 10 11. 4a, 13.46. 

Obj. But if Elders have all this power to exercile all theſe acts 
of Rule, paitly over the private members, partly over the whole 
Church, how are they then called the ſervants of the Church ? 
2 Cor. 4. 5. | 

Anſw. The Elders to bz both Servants and Rulers of the Church, 
may both of them ſtand well together. For their Rule is not lordly, 
as if they ruled of themſelves, or for themſelves, but ſtewardly and 
miniſteriall, as ruling the Church from Chriſt, and alſo from their 
call: and withall, ruling the Church for Chriſt; and for the Church, 
even for their ſpirituall everlaſting good. A Queen may call her 
ſervants, her Mariners, to pilot and conduct her over the Sea to ſuch 
an Haven: yet they being called by her to ſuch an office, ſhee mult 
not rule them in ſteering their courſe, but muſt ſubmit her ſelf to 
be ruled by them, till they have brought her to her defired Haven, 
So is the caſe between the Church and her Eiders. 
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Sar. VI. 
Of the Power and Authority given to Synods. 


0 Ynods wee acknowledge, being rightly ordered, as an Ordinance 


of Chriſt, Of their Aſſembly we find three juſt cauſes in Scrip- 
ture. 1. When a Church wanting light or peace at home, deſireth 
the counſell and help of other churches, few or moe. Thus the 
Church of Antioch; being annoyed with corrupt teachers, who dark- 
ned the light of the truth, and bred no ſmall diſſenſion amongſt them 
in the church; they ſent Paul and Barnabas and other meſſenge g un- 
to the Apoſtles and Elders at Hieruſalem, for the eſtabliſhment of 
Truth and Peace. In joyning the Elders to the Apeſtles (and that 
doubtleſſe by the advice of Paul and Barnabas) it argueth that they 
ſent not ro the Apoſtles as extraordinary and infallible, and anth.n- 
ticall Oraclesof God, (for then what need the advice and help of 
Elders ?) but as wiſe and holy guides of the church, who might not 
only relieve them by ſome wiſe counſell, and holy order, but alſo 
ſet a precedent to ſucceeding ages, how errours anddiſſenſions in 
- churches might be removed and healed, And the courſe which the 
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Apoſtles and Elders took for clearing the matter, was not by pub- 
liſtung the counſell of God wick Apoſtolique authority, from imme. 
date revelatlon, but by ſearching out the truth in an ordinary way of 
free diſputation, 447 15. ver. 7. which is as fic a courſe for imita- 
tion inafter ages, as it was ſea ſonable for practice then. | 
2. Juſt conſequence from Seripcure giveth us another ground 
forthe aſſembly of many churches, or of their meſſengers, into a Sy- 
nod, when any church lieth undet ſcandall, through corruption 
in doctrine and practice, and will not be healed by more private 
advertiſements of their owne members, or of their neighbour Mini- 
ters, or Brethren, For there is a brotherly communion, as between 
the members of the ſame church; ſo between the churches. Ve have 
a little fifter (ſaich one church to another, Cane. 8. 8.) therefore 
churches have a brotherly communion athongſt themlelves. Looke 
chen as one brother being offended with another, and not able to 
heal him by che mouth of co or three Bterhren privately, it be- 
hooveth himro carry itro the whole church; fo by proportion, if 
one church ſee matter of offence in another, and be not able to heal 
it in a more private way, it will behove them to procure the Aſ- 
ſembly of many churches, that the offence may be orderly heard, 
and judged and removed. 
3. It may ſo fall out, that the ſtate of all the churches in the coun- 
trey may be corrupted; and beginning to diſcern their corruption, 
| Wayne the concurſe and counſel of one another, for a ſpeedy 
ſafe, and generalleformation. And then ſo meeting and con- 
ferring together, may renew their covenant with God, and con- 
clade and determine upon a courſe, that may tend to the publike 
healing, and falvation of them all. This was a frequent practice in 
the old Teftament, in the time of A/a, 2 bron.15, Io. to 15. inthe 
time of Hezekiab, 2 Chron, 29. 4. to 19, In the time of Fofab, 
2 Kron. 3 4. 29 · to 33. and in che time of Exra, Exra 10. 1. to 5. Theſe 
and the like examples were not peculiar to the I aelites, as one in- 
tire ation ll Chirch : For in that reſpect they appealed from every 
Synagogue and Court in 1ſ-ael, to the national bigb Prieſt, and Court 
at Jeruſalem, as being all of them ſubordinate thertunto (and there- 
fore thar precedent 1s aſually waved by our beſt Divines, as not a 
pliable to Chriſtian churches :) but theſe examp'es hold forth no 
ſuperĩoritie in one church or court over another; but all of them inan 
equall manner, give advice in common, and take one common courſe 
tor redreffe of all. And therefore ſuch examples are fir precedents 
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or lng; they may conſider and conclude fundry points expedient 
for the eſtate of their Churches, which the Churches were either ig- 
norant or doubtfull of hefore. | | 

As for the third queſtion, Whether the Synod have power. to in 
- -joyn ſuch things as are both in their nature and cheir uie indifferent? 

We ſhould anſwer itnegatively, and our reaſons be:. 

2.2, From the pattern of that precedent of Synods, Acts 15. 28. 
They laid upon che Churches no other hariben hut thoſe neceſſarie 
things : neceſſary, though not all of chem in their on nature, yet for 
preſent uſe, to avoid the offence both of Jem and Geatile : of the Jem, 
by eating things ſtrangled, and blood, of the Gentile and em both, by 
eating things fen pee to Idols, as Pau ex poundeth that Articl: of the 
Synod, 1 Cor. 8, 10, T1, 12. and Chap. 10.28, This eating with of- 
fence, was a murther of a weak brothers ſoule, & a ſin againſt Chriſt, 

1 Cor 8. 11. 12. and therefore neceſſary to hee forborne , neceſſitate 
precepti, by the neceſſity of Gods Con mandement. | 
2. A ſecond reaſon may be, fromthe latitude of the Apoſtolicall 
commiſſion, which was given to them, Mat. 28.19 20.where the 
Apoſtles are commanded to teach the people to obſerve all things which 
Clri bad commanded. If then the Apoſtles teach the people to ob- 
ſerve more then Chriſt hath commanded, they goe beyond the 
bounds of their commiſſion, and a larger com niſſion then that given 
to the Apoſt les, nor Elders, nor Synods, nor Churches cin challenge 

If it be ſaid, Chriſt ſpeaketh only of teaching ſuch things which 
he had commanded as neceſſary to ſalvation. 

Anſw. If the Apoſtles or their ſueceſſors ſhould h-reupon uſurp 
an authority to teach the people things indifferent, they muſt plead. 
this their authority from ſome other commiſſion given them elſe- 
where : for in this place there is no foot · ſtep for any ſuch power. 
That much urged, and much abuſed place in 1 Cor. 14. 40. will not 
reach it: for Roveh PaxIlrequiring in that plate, all the duties of 
Gods worſhip, whether Prayer, or Proph. jying, or Pſalmes, or 
Tongues, &e. that they ffbuld be performed decenth andorderly, hee 
thereby forbiddeth-#ny performance thereof undecently; as for men 
wich long haire, and women to ſpeak in open aſſemblies, 2 778 

to pray wich their hair looſe about them. And though he forbiddeth 
alſo men ſpeatng two or three at once, which to do, were not order, but 

e mfelßonz yet he doch not at all: neither himſelf injoyn, nor allow the 
Church of Coriath to mjoyn ſach e whoſe want, or 
'  whoſecontrary is not undecent; _ orders, whoſe want or 
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Keyes. And an explanation of Independency. ö 


V Vite at that Church is, which is the firſt Subject of the power 
fthe Ke ra wherher this Church haye an independent 

power in the exert i thereof, thou vgh — bed ings s diſtinct 
eſtions, yet (it canqidly interpreted) they are but one. For em 
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all power. 


rect and ordainatrue conſtitution of a Church eſtate, Hebr, 3. 3. to 
6. He buildeth bis own bomſe, and ſetteih the patterne of it, as God 
gave to David the patterne of Salomon Temple, 1 (Hon. 28. 19. 
None hath power to ere& any other Church- frame, then as this 
Maſter- builder hath leſt us a pattern thereof in tt e Goſpel. In the 
old Teſt ament, the C barch ſet up by him, was National, in the New, 
Congregational; Vet ſo as that in ſundry caſes it is ordered by him, 
mow Congregations or their Meſſengers, may bee aſſembled into a 
$ 3 Acts „ "FD * \ 
135 1 lee ſoveraigne power, that all the offices, or 
miniſterĩes in the Churc * by him, 1 Cor. 12.5. yea and 
all the member are ſet in the body by him, together with all the power 
Nr their offices and places: as in the naturall body, ſo in 
the r 7: SA * ; | fa 
4. From this veraign power in like ſort it is, that all gifts to 
harge any office, by the officers, or any duty by the members,are 
from him, 1 Cor. 22, 1 1. All rreaſures of wiſdeme, and knowledge, 
and N fulnefe thereof, are in him for that end, Col. 2. 3. 
and v. 9. 10. Jeb. 1. 16. =; Se "FEW: 
From this ſoyeraignepower it it, that all the ſpirituall power, 
andefficacic, and being, in the adminiſtration of theſe gifts in 
theſe offices and places, for the gathering and edifying,. and perfect- 
ing of all the Churches, and of all the Saints in them, is from him, 
Ge. 28.30 L, I am with you almayes, &. Col. i. 29, 1 Cor. 15. 9. 
I be good plea ſure of tlie Father, the perſonall union of the hu- 
mane nature with the eternall Son of God, his purchaſe of his 
Church wich hisownþlood, and his deep humiliacion of himſe Ife 
unto the death of the Croſſe, have all of them obtained to him this 
his higheſt exaltation, to be bead overall things unto the Church,and to 
* 8 jnjoy 


N * and the Power thereof, 
mj as king thereof this (overaigne power, Col. 1. f . Col.2. 2, 9, 10. 
Aﬀts 240, Phil, 2. 8. ns. : | n ry 

But ofthis ſoveraign power of Chriſt, there is no queſtion amongſt 
©» Proteſtants, eſpecially ſtudious of Reformation, Now as concerning 
the CHinifteriall power, wee give theſe following Propoſitions, 


I. Propeſ. A particular Church or congregation of $aints,profeſſing the 
faith, TAKEN INDEPENDENTLY FOR ANY CHURCH 
(one as wellas another) the firſt ſabject of all the Church oſſiees, with all 
their ſpirituall gifts and power, which Chriſt hath given to be executed 
amongſt them; whether it be Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, all are yours, 
(ſpeaking tothe Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 3. 22.) not as a peculiar 
iviledge unto them, but common to them, with any other parti- 
cular church; And theirs was ſuch a church, of whom it is ſaid, That 
they e me all together into one place, for the communication of their ſpi- 
rituall gifts, 1 Cor. 14. 23. And Paul telleth the ſame church, that 
God bath et the of ficers, and the ir gifts, and all varietic of members, 
and their Functions in hi Church, 1 Cor. 14. 28. where it is not 
ſo well tranflated | Some God hath ſe: ſome in his church; for he 
hath ſet all; but ſpeaking ot the members of the church, v. 27. he 
proctedeth to exemplifie thoſe members, in v. 28. g i uy id;ns 
Dede i v Sπν e, and which God bath ſet in lis Church; that is, which 
members, Apoſtles Hropbeti, & r. For though the Relative be not 
of the ſime gender with the Antecedent before, yet it is an uſuall 
thing with the Pen · men of the new Teſtament, to reſpec the ſenſe 
of the words, and ſa the perſon intended, rather then the gender of 
their name, and to render the Relative of the ſame gender and caſe 
with the Sobſtancive following: ſo here 3 vis Aue eye, Kc. 
In the ne Teſtament, It is not anew obſef vation that wee never 
reade of any nationall church, nor of any nationall officers given to 
them by Chriſt. In the old Teſtament indeed, wee reade of a Natio- 
nall church All the tribes of Iſruel were three times in a yeere to 
are before ihe Lord in Jeruſalem, Deut. 16. 16. And he appoin- 
ted themthere an high Prieſt of the whole nation, and certain ſo- 
lemne ſacrifices by him to be adminiftred, L-v.16.r. to 29. and toge. 
ther with him other Prieſts and Eld-rs, and Judges, to whom a lap- 
peals ſhould be brought, and who ſhould judge all difficult ard 
tranſcendent caſes, Deut. 17. 8. to 11. but wee reade of no fuch 
nationall church or high Pricft, or court in the ne Teſtament; And 
yet wee willingly grant that particular churches of equall power, 
n | may 
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Alexander: Him 1. ao. aud it is not mentioned thachec toolc the 
conſent ol of Prevbyterie in it. It is true indeed, where 
be ecooldhyworheconemandcooenrſea? the Churchand Presbyte- 
Sof any a& of chzech; oer, hee willingly cook it, and 
77 0 iche ardimtiom of Tinwthy: (2 T2. T. 6. wich 
0 YR and in the -£x4cmmunication of the intefttous! Co. 
rinpblan, 4 Cor. 5. 45+ Buewhenboth himtæIf and the per ſon to be 
ized, ar d,..Q5; extcommu were abſent and di- 
none from all chgrches, the Apoſtles wight proceed: to put forth 

1 — proper 
power, ec im- 

Chriſt, would beare them! out init. 4, my Father 
; A Chriſt) te mit. with amplitude andptnitude of ſove- 
over, ſe ſend 1 you, (with like amplitude and plenitude of 

I power). Jb. 20, 21. 

2, Apaktolicall power extended it ſelf toall churches, as much az 
i 9 went ont into all ihe world, (Pſal 19. 4. compa- 
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baptize 1121 the world, C. 28. 19. So they:received chaige to 
fed ti flock of Chriſts. Sheyp and Lambs ( which implyerh all acts 
— Paſtorall government oxer all the Sheep and Lambs of Chriſt) 

Jeb. 21. 15, 16, 17: Now this Apoſtolicall power, cencring all 
er into one man, and extending it ſelf forth to the cir- 
Lumſerence of all churches, as the x Apotlerwere the firſtſabjeRof it; 

ſo were they alſo the laſt ; Nevertheleſſe, that ample and univerſall 

latĩtude of, power, which-was conjoyned in hens is now divided 
even by themſelves amongſt all the churches, and all the officers of 
the churches reſpectively, the officers of each church attending the 
charge of the particular church committed to them, by vertue of 
their office, and yet none of them neglecting the good of o: her chur- 

2 fo far as they may be mutually helpfutl to one another in the 

Lor 

HI. Propoſ,. When the Ach of a patticùlar congregation wall» 
eth together in the truth and peace, the Brethren of the church are the 
rl ſubject of chureb. liberty, and the Elders thereof of church-autho- 
rity, and both of chem rogether are the firſt ſubject of all church. power 

4 to be exerciſed within them ſelves, whether in the election 

and ordination of officers, or in the cenſure of offenders in their 

owt body. TT} ew 

Of this Propoſction there be ice Bauches I, That the Brethren 

of a particular church of a gation, are the firſt ſubjects of 
churet- liberty : 2. That the Elders of a particular church, are the 
firſt of e 3. That both the Elders and 

Brethren,ue nd joy ing wgether in truth and peace, are the 
ut tubjects of Teal peer needfallro be exerciſed in their 

own body. 

©. Now x * ofchureh-priviledge or liberrie is given to tlie 

Brethren of the Sr .andrhe key of rule and anthority to the El- 
ders of the church, bach been declared above, ii Chzp2, 3. Bur that 
tteſe are tlie frł ſub eQts of cheſe keys; and firſt the church, the firſt 
"udjectob liberty, may appeare thus. 

2 — of any former ſab — 5 of this power or liber- 
* ty, from whencethey might! derive it. If the Brethren of the Con- 
* -gregation were not the firſt ſubject of their ehurch- libertle, then 

"- hey derived it either from their own Elders, or from other 
8 re But t derived it not from their own Elders : for 

had power an and liberty to chooſe their own Elders, as hath 
E — Done, and 8 they had this liberty before 
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8 : 4 - Of the Kezs of the Kingdom of Heaven, 


they had Elders, and fo could not derive it from them. 
Nor did they derive-ir from other particular churches, For all 
ticular churches are of equall liberty and power within them. 
ſelves, not one of them ſubordinate to another. Wee reade not in 
Scripture, that the Church of Corinth was ſubject to that of Ehe- 
{aa , not that of Epbeſe to Corinth zno, nor that of Cenchrea to 
Corsnth, though it was a church ſituate in their vicinity. | 
Nor did they derive their libertie froma Synod of churches. For 
we found no foot-ſtep in the pattern of Synods, As. 15, that the 
Church ot Antioch borrowed any of their liberties from the Synod 
at Feruſalem. They borrowed indeed light from them, and de- 
crees, tending to the eſtabliſhment of truth and peace, For upon the 
liſhingofchedecrees of that Synod , the. Churches were eſta- 
liſhed in the faith (or truth) Ad. 16. 4, 5. and alſo in conſolation 
and peace, A. 15. 31,32. but they did not borrow from them 
any ehurch-liberty at all. N han ac 
2. Now, the ſecond branch of the Propoſſiion was, That the Elders 
ol the church of a particular Congregation, are the firſt ſubject of 
rule or authoritĩe, in that church (or congregation ) over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made them over ſeer:. be 
1. From the charge of rule over the Church committed to them 
immediately from Chriſt For though the Elders be choſen to their 
office by the church of Brethren, yet the office it ſelſe it ordained 
immediatly by Chriſt; and the rule ansexed to the office, is limited 
by Chriſt onely. If the grethren oſthę church ſhould elef&tapresby- 
terĩe to be called by hem im iht Lord, this yy ill not excuſe the Preſ- 
byters in their neglett of rule, either before the Lord, or to their own 
conſclences. For thus runneth the Apoſtles charge to the Elders of 
Epbeſiu, (Act. 20. 28.) Tal, herd ro your ſelves, and to the whole flock , 
oper which the Hoy Gboſt b 1th made Da- over-ſeers. 
2. The ſame appearech from the gift of rule, required eſpecially 
an Elder, without which they are not capable of election to that 
office in the church, 1 Tim, 3, 4, 5, He muſt be one that is able to 
rule well bis own bouſe, orelſe how ſhall he order the church of God ? 
The like gift of rule is not neceſſary to the admiſſion of a member 
into the church, as to the election of ag Elder: I private bro- 
be not ſo well able ( hr ugh weakneſſe in prudence or courage) to 
rule his own houſe, it will not juſtly debarre him from entrance in- 
to the church; but the like defeQ will juſtly debar a man from ele- 
Aion ta the office of an Elder. Neither hath God given a ſpirit of 


Us x ana ive roner thereof. | 
„ ordinarily to the greater part of the body of 


the brethren : and therefore neither bath he given them the firſt Re- 
ceit of the key of Authoritie, to whom he hath not given the gift 
to employ it. 8 | 
Ikf it be obj«ted; How can the brethren of the Church inveſt an 
Elder with rule over them, if they had not power of rule in them- 
ſelves to communicate to him? . 

Anſ. They inveſt him with rule, partly by chuſing him to the of- 

fice which God hath inveſted with rule, partly by profeſſing their 
own ſubje&ion to him in the Lord: wee by the rule of Relatives 
doe neceſſarily inferre , and preferre the authoritie of the Elders 
over them. For in yeelding ſubjection, they either ſerup,or acknow- 
ledge Authoritĩe in him, to whom they yeeld ſubjection. 
O5. 2. The body of the Church is the Spouſe of Chriſt, the 
Lambs v ife, and ought not the wife to rule the ſervants and ſtewards 
in the hou'e, rather then they her? Is ic not meet that the keyes of 
Authoritie ſhould hang at her girdle rather then at theirs? 

Auſæ. There is a difference to be put between Qucenes, Prin- 
ceſſes, Ladies of great Honour, ( ſuch as che Church is to Chriſt, P/al. 
45. 9. ) and Countrey huſwives, poore mens wives. Quzenes and 
great perſons have ſeverall offices and officers for every buſineſſe 
and ſervice about rhe houſe, as Chamberlains, Scewards, Treaſurers, 
Comptrollers, Uſhers, Bayliffs, Groomes, and Porters, who have 
all che authoritĩe of ordering the affaires of their Lords houſe in 
their hands. There is not a key left. in the Queens hand of any office, 
but onely of power and libertie to call for what ſhe wanteth accor- 
ding to the Kings royall allowance : which if ſhe exceed, the offi- 
cers have power to reſtrain her by order from the King. But coun · 
trey huſwives, and poore mens wives, whoſe husbands have no 
Officers, Bayliffs or Stewards, to overſee and order their eſtates, 
they may carry the keyes of any office at their own girdles, which 
the (Bar 6. keepech not in his own hand. Not becauſe poore t uf-. 
wives have greater authoritie in the houſe then Queens g but be- 
cauſe of their poverty and mean eſtate, they are tain to be inftead of 
many ſervants to their husbands. 
0h, z. The whole body naturall, is the ficlt ſubject of all the na- 
turall power of any member in the body; as the facultie of fight is 
firſt in the body, be fore in the eye. * 

Anſw, It is not iu the myſticall body (the Church) in all reſpects 
alike, as in the natura ll body. 1 naturall body there be) ke 
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the Keys of the Kjngdome of Heaven, 
lries ot part actuall inexiſtent though not exerting or 

facu Won 3 each member be articulated and for- 

ed; Bur in the body of the Church of Brethren it is not ſo, All 
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che Fr U f &ions of Church-power, are not actually inexiſtent 


in th; body ef Brethren, unleſſe ſome of them have the gifts of all 
the Officers; which often they have not, having neither Presbyters, 


nor men fit to be Presbyters. Now if the power of the Presbytery 


wete given to n purticulat Church of Brethren, as ſuch , primo e per 
N, then it Would be found in every particular Church of Brethren. 
For à quaben- ad omni valet conſequentia. 

4. But it is an uſuall tenent in many of our beſt Divines, 
that tke goverument of the Church ĩs mixt of a Monarchy, an Ari- 
ſtocracie, and a Democracy. In regard of Chriſt the head, the go- 


vernment of the Church is ſoveraigne and monarchicall. In regard 
of che Rule by the Presbytery, it is tewardly and Ariſtocraticall: in 


«rd of the peoples power in elections and cenſures, it is D. mo- 
craticall : which argueth, the people have ſome ſtock of = eg, 
power and auehoritie in the government of the Church. 
Auw. In a large ſenſe, Authority after a ſort, may be acknow- 
ledped-in the peopſe. N i. when a man acteth by counſell accor- 


ding to his own'dFecrning treely, he is then ſaid to be Wirf, 


Domi ſui b Jo the people in all the acts of liberty which the 

— Dimni ſui ach, Lords of th ir own 20d6g. 5 
2. The people bytheir ic öfliberty, as in election of Officers, and 
concurrency in venſure of offenders, and in the Determination and 
Fr mulgation of Synodal acts; they have a great ſtroke or power 
in che ordering of Oburch-uffairs, Which may be called x2g47&-,or po- 
rhſtary a Pom, which many times goeth under the name of rule or 


amhoritie, but in proper ſpeech it is rather a priviledge or libertie 


' thenauthoritie; as hach been opened above in Chap. 3. For no act 


partieular Church are the fiiſt 


of the peoples power or liberty doth' ly bind, unleſſe the au- 
ehoritlecf the Predbytery-ooncyi-With in i Zak 2c I 
3. A third ajgument whereby it er that the Elders of a 
. authoritie in that Church, 

is taken from the like removall ot other ſub jects, from whence they 
might be theught to derive their zuthofitie, as was uſed before to 
por the Church of Brethrer was the firſt ſabjeR of their own li- 
ertie in their own Congregation; TheElders of Churches are ne- 
ver found in Scripture to derive their quthc | 
in their own Congregation, either from 


tity which they exerciſe 
Elders of other Chur- 


_ 


_C Al ud the Power thereof: = 

ches? or from any Synod or Churches. All particular Churches and 
all the Elders of them, are of equall power, each of them teſpective- 
ly in their owne congregations. Noneof them call others their 


Rabbies, or Maſters, or Fathers (in reſpect of any authority oyer 
them) but all of themo vn and acknowledge ons another as fellow - 


brethren, Mat h. 23. 8, 9, 10. 4 | | 
And though in a Sy nod they have received power from Chriſt, 


and from his preſence in the Synod, to exerciſe authority in impo= - 


fing burthens (ſuchas the holy Ghoſt laieth) upon all Churches 
whoſe Elders are preſent with them, Aci. 15,28, (for the Apoſtles 
were Elders in all Churches) yet the Elders of every particular 
Church, when they walk with the brechren of cheir own Church 
in light and peace, they need nut to derive from the Synod any 
pover to impoſe the ſame, or the like burthens, upon their owne 
Churches. For they have received a power and charge from Chriſt, 
to teach and command with all authority the whole counſel of God 
unto their people. And the people diſcerning the light of the truth 
delivered, and walking in peace with their Elders, they readily 
yeeld obedience to thæir Over-ſeers, in whatſdever they ſee and 
heare by them commended to them from the Lord. | 
3. Now wee come to the third branch of the third Propoſition , 
which was this, That the Church of a particular copgregation, E. 
ders and Brethren walking and joyning together in truth and peace, 
are the firſt ſubject of all Church power, needfull to bee exerciſed 
within themſelves, whether in the election or ordination of officers, 
or in the cenſure of offenders in their own body. | 
The truth hereofmay appeare by theſe Arguments. 1. In point 
of Ordination. From the compleat integrity ot a Miniſters calling 
(even to the ſatis faction of his owne and the peoples conſcience ) 
when both the Brethren and the Elders of the particular Church 
whereto he is called, have put forth the power which belongech to 
them about him. As, when the bretbren of rhe Church have choſen 


him to office, and the Presbytery of the Church have lated their 
hands upon him: and both of them in their ſeverail acts have due 


reſpe& to the inward miniſteriall gifts whereunto God hath fur- 
niſhed him: he may then looke at himſelf as called by the holy 
Ghoſt, to exereiſe his ralents in that office amongſt them, and the 
people may and ought to receive him, as ſent of God to them. 


W bat defect wy be found in ſach a call, when the brethren ex 


erciſe their lawfulll; berry, and the Elders' their lawfull authority, 
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Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
in his ordination, and nothing moreisrequired to the compled; in- 
cegrity ofa Miniſters calling ? It it be ſaid, there wanted impoſiti- 
on of hands by the Biſhop, who ſucceeded in the place of Timothy 
and Tu-, whom the Apoſtle Paul left, the one in Epheſus, the other 
in Crete: to ordain Elders in many Churches, Tit. 1. 5. 
eAnſw, Toaching ordination by Timothy und Titus, and (upon 
retence of them) by Biſhops, enough hath been ſaid by many godly 
E heretofore, eſpecially of later times. 

The ſumme commeth to theſe concluſions. 1. That Timothy and 
Tims did not ordain Elders in many Churches, as Biſhops, bur as 
Evangeliſts. 7 imotby is expreſly termed an Evangeliſt, 2 Tim. 4.5. 
And Titut is asclearly decyphered to be an Evangeliſt as Timothy, 
by the characters of an Evangeliſt, which either Scripture holdeth 
forth, or Euſibiu noteth in his Ecclefiaſft, Hiſtor. lib. 3. cap. 37.Gr, 
cap. 31, Lat. Not tobe limited to a certain Church, but to follow 
the Apoſtles, finiſhing their work in planting and watering Chur- 
ches Where they came. They did indeed ordain officers where they 
wanted. and exerciſed juriſdiction (as the Apoſtles did) in ſeverall 
Chu: ches; yet with the reſt of the Presbytery, and in the preſence 
of the whole Church, 1. Tim 5. But for the continuance of this of- 
ſice of an Evange liſt in the Church, there is no direction in the Epi- 
ſtles either to Timothy or Titus, or any where elſe in Scripture. 

2. Concluſion. Thoſe Biſhops whoſe callings or offices in the 
Church, are ſet forth in thoſe Epiſtles to be continued; they are al- 
together Synony ma with Presbyters, Tit. 1. 5. 7. 1 Tim. 3. 1. to 7. 
3. Concluſ. We read uf many Biſhops to one Church, Phil. 1. 1. 
AZ. 14. 23. and Chap. 20. 17, 28. Tit. 1. 5. 7. but not of many 
ee (much leſſe all the Churches in a large Dioceſl-) to one 
Biſhop. | 
4 'Conclu,There is no tranſcendent proper work, cut out, or re- 
ſerved for ſuch a tranſcendent officer as a Dioceſan Biſhop through- 
out the New Teſtament. Thetranſcendent acts reſerved to him by 
the Advocates of Epiſcopacie, are Ordination and Iuriſdiction. 
Now both theſe are acts of Rule. And S to Timothy acknow- 
ledgeth no Rulers in the Church above Paſtors and Teachers, who 
labour in word and docttine, but rather Paſtors and Teachers above 
them. The Elders (faith he) that rule well, are worthy of double 
honour, but eſpecially they that labour in Word and Doctrine, 
1. Tim. 5. 17. | | | 

5. Concluſ· When after the Apoſtles times, one of the Paſtors by 

| way 


% 
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way of eminencie was called Biſhop for order fake , yet for many 
yeares he did no act of power, but 1. With conſent of the Presby- 
terie. 2. With conſent, and in the preſence of the people. As is no- 
ted out of Euſebiu, Eccleſiaſt. Hiſtor. lib. 6. cap. 43. Gr. ca. 35. Lat, 
Cyprian Epiſt. lib. 3. Epiſt. 10. & lib. 1. Epiſt 3. Caſaub. adverſis Ba- 
ronium, exercitat. 1 5. aum. 28. 
When it is alledged out of Hierome to confirm the fame, that in 
the primitive times, Com nuni Prerbyterorums conſilio, Eccleſie guber- 
nabantur. It is a weake and poore evaſion, to put it off with obſer- 
ving, that he ſaith, Communi Presbyterorum conſi io, not aui boriiate. 
For 1. No authoritie is due to Presbyters over the B. ſhop or Paſtor, 
no more then to the Paſtor over them. They are ouungiobureper, fel - 
low-Elders, and coequall in authoritie. And 2. when Hierome 
ſaith, The Churches were governed by the common counſell of 
them all; It arguech, nothing was done againſt their counſell, but 
all with it, elſe it might be ſaid, the Biſhop governed the Churches 
with the common counſell of Presbyters, to wit, asked, but not fol- 
lowed. And that would imply a contradicion to Hieromes teſtimo- 
ny, to ſay the Churches were governed by the ſole authoritie of 
Biſhops, and yet not without asking the common counſell of the 
Presbyters; For in asking their counſcll, and not following it, the 
Biſhop, ſhould order and governe th? Churches againſt their coun- 
ſell. Now that the churches were governed by the common counſell 
of Presbyters, and againſt the common counſell of P. esbyters, are 
flat contradictories. 
2. For a ſecond Argument, to prove that the Brethren of the 
Church of a particular congregation, walking with their Elders in 
truch and peace, are the firſt ſubject of a I that church · power which 
is needfull to be exerciſed in their own body: I: is taken 
From their 10 EEE and independent power in church cen- 
ſures, The cenſuce that is ratified in heaven cannot be diſpenſed wich- 
all, nor reverſed by any power on earth. Now the cenſure that is 
adminiſtred by the Church of a particular congregation, is ratified 
in Heaven, For ſo faith the Lord Jeſus touching the power of 
Church-cenſures, Marth, 18, 17, 18. If the offender reſuſe to 
beare the Church, let bim be to thee as a Heathen and a Publican. Verily I 
ſay unte you, Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſbal be bound in Heaven : 
And whatſcever yee ſhall looſe on eartb, ſpall be looſed in Heaven, 
gainſt this Argument from this Text many objections are wont 


des be made, but none chat will hold, 
eee eee 0t;... 
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8 2 


"Of he rey the cis, Heaven, , 


1:0bjet: 1. By Clareb in Mat. 18. 17. is not meant the Chriſtian 
Church(forke was not n the Apoſtles then have 
underſtood Chriſt if he had fo meant) but the Fewi/s church, and 
ſs he delivereth their eenſure, in a Jens phraſe ; to account a 
min 28 an Heathen and a Publican. 

Anſw, 1. The Chriftian Church, though it was not chen extant, 
yer the Apoſites dee an walt uh be mint by Church in Aa. 18, 
17. they underſtood what he meant by bnildirg bis Cbureb upon 
the Rockin Aa. 16. 18. It was enough the altes looked for a 
Church which Chriſt would gather, and build upon the confeſſion 
of Perers fairh; and being built, ſnouſd be indued wich heavenly 
power in their cenſures, which they more ſully under ſtocd after- 
wards, when having received the Holy Ghoſt, they came to par 
theſe things in practice. 

Au. 1. Thealluſion in the Church-cenſare to the Fewiſh cu- 
tome; in #ccounting a man as an Heather and Publican, doth not 
e that Chriſt directeth his Diſciples to complaine of ſcandals to 

? nes; bur onely directeth them how to walk to- 


| ers, excommuticate by the Chriſtian church, 
— walk towards them, as the Fewer walk towards Hea- 
thent; U te Wie, de Noel religions communion ) ant as to- 
warts Publ; a; with holding from them famlliar civill cqmmu- 
nionʒ for ſo dhe fes aid to Crrifts Diſciples h eateth your Mauſter 
with Publicans and Shnmers ? © © 
efoſw. 3. It is not credible, that Chrift would fend his r les 
comake eSimplhine oft offences to tiſt᷑ I iſt 1 4's | 
For, firſt, Is it likely he would {end his 25 un Ser P, for 
right and healing , urits Wolves and Tigres > Both their Nabe. 
— 5 and moſt of their Syna e them were no better. And if here 


e Eldcrs of were berter affected, 
14 hat ſo i * 1 Fof chemſelves 
1255 e —— might For too. „ yer" t the Fewer al- 
. rea 21 5f any man dcm ſe (, by out 
of the e Fo a a! rd ok ed tern 


| * Againſt the Seer Fork d ne Text, kr is objected ; 
That by the Church is meart the Biftog, or his Commiffary. 
Ain 1. One man is not the Church. 
Ik ic be ſald, ane man may repreſent a church; the reply is ready: 
one man cinnotreprefent the Church, unlefle he be ſent forth by 


FF te Church ʒ but ſo is neither the Biſhop nor his Commiſfary. They 


— \ «dl the power thereof. 41 
ſend not for them, but they come unſent for, (like water into a Ship) 
chiefly for the terror of the ſervants of Chriſt, and for the incourages» 

went of the prophaye And though ſome of Chriſts ſervants have 
found ſome favour from ſome few of Biſhops, (men of more learning 
and ingenuity) yet thoſe Biſhops have found the leſſe favour them 


” - - 


- ſelves from their fe]low-Biſhops, +, 


A. 2. The Biſhopordinarily is no member of the Church of that 
cCongregation, vhere the offence is committed, and what is his ſatiſ 
faction to the removall of the offence given to the Church? 
An. 3. The nem Teſtament acknowledgrth no ſuch ruler in the 
Church, as claimeth honour aboye the Elders that labour in word 
and Doctrine, 1 Tim. 5. 17. en 0421448 19 2 
0hj:@.3. To tell the Church, is to tell the Presbyterie of te 
Church. 1 
Au. 1. We deny not, The offence is to be told to the Presby- 
terieʒ yet not to them as the Church, but as the guides of the | 
who, if upon hearing the cauſe, and examining the witneſſes, they 
find jc right for publick cenſure, they are then to propoundir to the 
Church, and to try and clear the ſtate of the cauſe the church, 
that ſothe church diſcerning fully the nature and quality ofthe of- 
fence; may conlent-to the judgement and ſentence of the Elders 
aga init it, to the contuſion of the cifender; and the publick edifica- 
tion of them all, who hearing and fearing, will learn to beware of 
che like wickedneſſe. — $0 kuzi reg a ein Hat 
Anſov. 2. Ihe Church, js never pur for: the Presbyterie alone 
(chroughout the new Tellament Jthaugh: ſoinetime it be put ex- 
reſly for the Fraternity alone, as they are diſſinguiſhed from the 
Elders and Officers, Act. 15. 22. and therefore Tall the Church, cannot 
be meant Tell the terĩe alone. Fe: ' 
: Objett. In the old Teſta ment, the Congregation is often put for 
the Elders and Rylers ofthe Congrogation: © 6 
Anſw. Let all the places alledged be examined, and it will ap- 
pear, that in matters of judgement, where the Congregation is put 
2 = the Elders and Rulers, it is never meant (for ought we can find) 
of the Elders and Rulers alone, ſitt ing apart, and retired from the 
Congregations but ſittiug in the preſence of the Congregation, 
and nearing and Judging cauſes before them: In which caſe;it a 
- - ſentaicehavepalled from a Ruler, with the diſlike of the Congre 
+ | gation, they have not ſtuck toſhew their diſlike, ſometime by pro- 
_ - £cLling openly againſt it Cas 4 Son. 34-443 45.) ſometime by . 


2 is | 5 the Kobe the rig f Heeven, F . 


fuſing to execute it. ( 1 Sm. 20. 16, 17:) And what the people of the 


and count 


particular Con 


Brother of a Congregation, and the 


ation lawfully did i in ſomeTaſes; ar ſome times, in waving 
the ſentence of their Rulers, the ſame they 
might and ought to have done in the like caſes at any time. The 


e Her 0 agregation of Tear Cork proteſt againſt an un- 
entence; and a part 


righteous galls neren who 
esel the igiquity of a ſentence, might Jufily a with raw them- 
* from theexecutionof N 


17 80 mae de ere Tebebt Church, he meant a Synodical! 

yeers of e Churches: For it 
eee e preſcribe a rule for the 
removing of all ſcandals out of the 0 = a cannot be done 


by : ch of one Win ene, ; for. what if an Elder 
end; yeagwhat: if the whole Pres yter) e e ther The people or bre- 
thren la vd not power to judge era es, to rule their Rulers. 
Naehe whale Cong: under an offence (as they 


may do, Lev. . 13.) a Synod fee. Presbyters may reform them, 
brit ſo cannot any one Congregation 1 N if the Congregetion 
„ xce ſtand ont in it. 

1s Reſerving-due. honor to Synods tightly ordered, or 
a Claſſir or Canuentian —. a of —— 
enn > nobfadthata/Church is any where put for a Synod 
of Preabytecics And it were nerꝶ incongruous in this place: For 


though It be ſaid a particular Congre . cannot reach the remo- 


vall of all offences ʒ Bit niay be as 
to trouble wich every 


ylgid, that it were unmect 
effcnce chax falleth out in a Congre- 
gationz es fall eue Synode meet but ſeldomic;and «. ol 
110 do meet, e many more weightie imployments, then to 
attend to every offence of every private brother. 2 es, as an whole 
gregation may offend, ſo may à generall Aſſembl 
of all the Presbyters in a Nation offendaffo: For genera!l Councels 


have erred; and what remedie ſhall be found to remove ſuch errors 
and offences out of this Text? Moreover. if an offence be foũnd in a 


Congregation be found faith- 


full and willing to remove it by due cenſure; why ſhould the offence 


— 


Aunot otherwiſe heal him) and ſo remove the offence from 


be called up to a more publick judicature, and h 
; heoadet ber | pal and the plaiſter made 


Again, Kan. Ader offend, che reſt « 8 Presbyterie with the 
egation Joyning together, may proceed again him, (if they 


amongſt 


and the ga there. 43 


them. — P ie offend, or ſuch à part as will draw 

a party and a faction in the Church with them, their reallieſt conrſe 
is, to bring the matter then to a Synod: For though this place in 
Matthew direct not to that; * the holy Ghoſt lea veth us not with= 
out direction in ſuch a caſe, but giveth us a pattern in the church 
of r air toa ad. the like eourſe is to be taken 
in the offence of a whole Conęregation: if it bs perſiſted 2 ob- 
ſtinacy- Neither is it true which was ſaid; that it was the 
of Chriſt in Hatth. 18. 17. to pteſeribe a rule for the —— of all 
offences out of the Church; but onely of ſuch private and leſſe hai- 
nous offences, as grow blick and notorious onel phyoklinocy'es 
the offenders: For if es be haindus and publick Arab: bo- 
ly Ghoſt doth not direftus to proceed in ſuch a generall courſe from 
a private admonition by one hrother r to a ſecond, 
by one or two and at laſt, to tell it to the Church. Rut in ſuch 


a caſethe, Helen be ee C insb. i i. )to caſt an hai» 


naus notorious ion; and pr 
Wt — munion al 

OHedl. 5. Church — Goken of, 4 i8, 17. is ſuch an 
one, 48 wheretoa complaint may orderly be made: But a complaint: 


cannot be orderly x made 0 A ade ſuch £2 an ele Congre- 


gation . t | | 
Wa Had 1 * ap noe a complains be: onderly. made to 2 

2 an orderly complaint ta a grea- 
ter e en — — 4 neee, are fas 00 
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3 5 1 lures are 


, F* £ 


ee tand N 3 
WS RED c, growne:heyres of the, Church 
of Ts 55 Taker ee in Church- aſſemblie: to ſit ip. 


1 Crowns on their heads,Reyel.4:4+ yet whenthey fall 
Kerne my ip 8 and the ee they calt down. their crowng 
a e K ob 1 To 1 01:4 al 
e chure P particu ar ngr ſons woma 
may 12 {peak : but inthis Church here ſpoken o, they may ſpeak; 


th 8008 8525 be en and offenders wut gie an ac@uns ot 
Ley | 1 42 „When 


—— by — — — w Ra obey WO WY SIG Ss . 


Of t the hie be Kingdteeef Heben, 
e the church, 


= 99 1 — in publick 
e . 102.12, rtly by way 
et 1Can5 34. Itcoan of the Prophers in the 

14-34. Butzoanſwer it: If thewhole Don- 


ee When grew to > be ckabdslem in the Church 
* en thewliole Coiigregation of 


4-Gav- . 1. 

po — inxhs Claired.of Serien wele hot the of- 
ſenrr ol u ptiuate brochery but of che whole cu,. And who can 
tall whether S Cheech bef ore? But 
r onely chax Brethren 
ny may tell an of the 
| rarer the Chtirch:, Wich no man de- 
nicth. Paul was an Elder of every church ef Chrifizzvtheorher Apo- 
fleiwirg,erhevingebForermiees of aß che church es committed 

ann. 2 2 911f 98993 


17. from varietie of re 


2 18. 


— the 21 though abſentin b 
| Wee 


chant Pa! ag a | hire Officer of + church 
judges before-ha the excommunication of the 1 85 Grim 


Hr 
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lian yet his We ee . 
to Satan, but « judicious dodtrinc and inſtructidi, teaching | the 
Church whae they ought to da in that caſe, - 

2. The actof the church in Coriuth in cenfuring the n 
on, was indeed an act of ſubjection to the A — divine do- 
ne and direction (as all church cenſures, by 1 admi- 

niſtred, onght to be ad of ſubjeRion to che word of Chriſt) but 
yet their at was a compleat act of. juſt power, ( even an 2 of Shag 
that liberty and authority which ĩs tobe pur forth in 
For, firſt they delivered him to Satan, in — ew ary 
and with the power of the Lord jeſus, v. L and that is — 

er in the Church. Sccondly, the ſpirit of Paul, that is; his X 
Nocke ſpirit was gathered together with them, in delivering > 
publiſhing the ſentence; which arguerh, boch his and-theirs 
was e and concurrent in this ſevtence. Thicdly, the holy 
end and uſe of this ſentence argueth cke heavenly powef from 

- whence it p 8 They delivered him to Land for the” de- 

ſtriction of the fleſh (that is, for the ol his corruption) 
chat his ſoul might rd in the day of che Lord Fourthly, 
when his ſoul came to be humble and penitent by the meant of this 
Eentencey Fant initrenteth the church to veleaſe and forgive him, 
war 2, r *Now ejnſlempoteſtatio ft e ene, ne 
All ehis argueth nd more, but chae forte in. che A 
his power (to wits. the Presbytery di the church, but 
of the people Neo cxevtumnicarthouadet- 
— | terĩe a one Had put usch chi power 290 
that, ſufficegh to make good the Propoſition, that every church 
e and proceeding and peace - 
ably, they have within themſelves ſo much * as bs Tous 
ho ſed withintheirown body. en 
Auw. 2. * apparent by the Text, 2 GE echeBrethren contin 
Alb in 'this ſentence, and that with to wit, ſuch 
er as the ant of N it fort OT 2 ſentence,- and 
Tipe ng: of it fort [+ woe requiine to the adminiſtration of the 
nes. <: 
5 thereptoofe for not proceeding to ſengence ſooner , : 5s 
directed to che whole church, as well a3 to byterie ; They ore 
ul blamed for not monrnings Jor not Nan bim for being 11 2 27 wp 
rather, 1 Cor. 5585 2 


Of the Kaye? of che Ringdmef Heaven, 7 
is dire ctecb to thetu all, when they are ga- 
Ae what ii chatbut toh err ) to pro- 
ceed againſthim, I N 5. A. ln like ſort, in the end of ha pter 
— cham all, Zak arg therefore from among you that wy iched 
r e 
e this ef theirs in putting him out, to be a judi- 
cial pro olkn e. Apa that 5 ger. 
ment Oritie wo Jet t e judge 
ment of diſeretion ben conchrringin thi 2 ith the Preſ- 
D tha pon (env ſaid panda not be denied to the 
for here is an a aſerlbed to them all:which 
Judgement in the Brethren 5 it ſo highly, that from 
tbence he CTT Te wr ret o the > rw to 
reſet their differences even in civill matters, to the Judgement of the 
gen Know ye nat ({aith he that the Saints ſballjudge the 
—_— 1 Cor. 6. 2, 2, 3. how much more the - pi s of 
mis life? Yea rather then they ſhould go to Law , and that —.— 
Lnſidels, in any caſe de between Brethren, he adviſeth them 
rather co ſet.upthemeancht.in the Church to hear and Judge be- 
emen them, 1 Fer, 6. . | 
.1i;]Whenthe pelle dite uch them. ypon the x 


to ſortzi ve him 20. 24% to 18. he i 
OO well as to their Elders ts ay 1+ ey were all (che 
8 151 it was 3 


Brethrenas-wellatthe Elders) 
they ae alike be ſatisfied, and being arisfied ould fc 

ee of hrotherl love and Ohurch: cor = 
5 erg his Melauon and reſtitution to 


- 53. OU. eee Church of Corinth ( who. 
e 2 8 Lab 


3 many rein therlagoea were a 
etth from theftody of be Church. af 
18.) nor r Sr 


4. woman > — 
together {and 


Ntance of an 


to the Bre- 


ot : Cori Te ory rn n A 
8 wall Achaia and INE is not u cely that other 
boyom mack ighs fo 8 4 


yer key . 


by. 4nd the powto thereof, ' 47 
n om place one congregation 1 Corinth. . n! ; 
'Afourth and laſt drguee , 


at to prove the Pro chat everie 
Church ſo furniſhed with officers (as hath 3 eker 
on in truth and peace, hath all Church power needfull to be exerci- 
ſed within themſelves, is taken from the guilt of offence,” which 
licth upon every Church, when any offence committed by their 
members licth uncenſured and unremovyed; Chriſt hath ſome 
thing againſt the Church of Pergamuws , for ſuffering Balaam and the 
Nicolaitans, Revel. 2. 14, 15. and ſomething againſt the Church of 
Thyatira, for ſuffering Jezzbeh. Now if theſe Churches had not ei- 
ther of them ſufficient power to purge out their own offenders, why 
are they blamed for toleration ot them? yea, why are not the nejgh+ 
bour Churches blamed for the fins of theſe Churches? But — 4H 
neither is Pergamis blamed for tolerating Fezzbel, nor Thyatira for 
tolerating Balaam, nor Smyrna for tolerating either. Indeed what 
Chriſt writeth to any one Church, his Spirit calleth all the Churches 
to hearken unto, and ſo he doth our Churches alſo at this day: not 
becauſe he blamed them for the toleration of ſins in other Churches, 
but becauſe he would have them beware of the like remiſſeneſſe in 
tolerating the like offences amongſt themſel ves: and alſo would 
rovoke them to obſerve notorious offences am their Siſter- 
Bharches, and with brotherly love and faithfalnefle to admoniſn 
them thereof. 

It is an unſound body that wanteth ſtrength to purge out his on 
vicious and malignant humours. And every Church of a particular 
congregatlon, being a bodie, even a body of Chriſt in it ſelf, it were 
not for the honour of Chriſt; nor of his body, if when it were in a 
ſound and athletick conſti tution, it ſnlould not ha ve power to purge 
it ſelf of its own ſuperfluous and noyſome humors. | 


IV. Propoſition. In caſe # particular Church be difiurbed with error 

or ſcandall, and the ſame maintained by a fadion amongſt them. Num a 

Synod of Churches,or of their me ſſenger i, in the firſt ſabjeli of that power and 

autheritie , w. error is judicially convinced and condenmed', the truth 
ſearched ont, and determined, and the way of truth and peace declar 

red and impoſed upon the Churches. a 

he truch of this Propofition may appear by two Argument. 

1. Argum. From the want of power in (uch a Te church 

to paſſe a binding ſentence, where error or thandal is maintained by 

2 ion; For the promiſe of binding and Iooſing which is made by 

1 —_ a parti- 


Of the Eg iibrig ef Neven, 


1 


a particular church, Aſatth, 18. 18. is not ru tothe church, when 
It is leavenod WHth error And variance. Ir is a received maxime, 


Cu iron Boat; and lt is as true, Ecclefis wort ligat : 
Aud che ground of boch ariſeth from the eſtate of the Church, to 
which the ptomiſe of bind lug and looting is made, Matth. 15.17,18, 
| irbea patticulat churth(ashack'been fhewed) yet it 
ts O Aon N gabe, it whe name ef Chriſt, Match. 18. 
19,20. U n the promiſe of binding and 
looſingv mt given to them: or if chey thould agtee, and yet agree in an 
error ot in à ſcandall, they do not then agree in the name of Chriſt; 
For to meet in the name of e r z they meet not onely by 
his command and authority; but allo that 2 according 
tohis Lawi and Will, and that to his ſervice and glory. If then the 
church, or a confiderable part of it fall into error throu 2 
ranee, or into faction by variance, they cannot expect the preſence 
of Chriſt with them, actording to his 1 to — a binding ſen- 
tence,” And then as they fall under the conviction and admonition 
of any other ſiſter church, in a way of brotherly love, by vertue of 
eee 4 Iv vr ſo their errors and — and Wer o- 
ever ſcandals d accompany the ſame, they are juſtly ſubjett to 
the condemnation of — Churches. 1 9 | 
"2. A ſecond Arparnnmstoprove that a Synad is the firſt ſubject 
of power, to determine and judge errors and variances in particu- 
lar churches, is taken from the pattern ſet before us in chat caſe, 
AF. 25. 1. to 28. when certain falſe Teachers, having taught in 
3 oe a ee eee to 3 
ving gotten a faction tota with them, (as appear y 
the lov & o ðiof P and "wks againſt them ) the church 
did not determine the caſe themſelves , but referred the whole 
matter to the Apoſtles and Elderrat Feruſalem, AG. 15. 1, 2. Not to 
the Apoſt eke 4 ut to the Apoſtler aud Elders. The Apoſtles vrere 
as the Elders and Rulers of all churches; and the Elders there 
-werenot a few, the Believers in Jeruſalem being many thouſands. 
either did the Npoſtles determine the matter ( at hath been ſaid 
by Apoſtolit all auchority from immediate revelation ; but they aſ- 
lembled together with the Elders, to carſider of the matter, v.6, and 
a multituade of Brethren together with them (v. 12. 2223.) and af- 
ter, ſea = che cauſe by an ordinary means of diſuat ion, v · 7. 
Peer cleered it by the witneſte of the Spirit to his Miniſtery in 
Cornelius his family; Fæul and Bande by the like effect of Aale 
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Miniſtery among the Cant, : James confirmed: the fame by the 
' reſtimony of the Prophets , wherewith the whole Synod being 
ſiatisfied, they determine of a judiciall fentence, and of a way to 
* - publiſh it by letters and meſſengers; in which they cen/are the falſe 
Teachers, troublers of their ¶ hurch, and ſubverters of their ſonles ; 
they re ject che impoſition of circumciſion , or a yoake which neitber 
they nor their Fathers were able to beare; they impoſe upon the 
Churches nove but ſome neceſſary obſervations, and them by way 
of that authority which the Lord had given them, verſe 28. Which 
pattern clearly ſheweth us to whem the Key of authority is com- 
mitced , when there groweth offence and difference in a Chufch: 
Look as in the cafe of the offence of a faith ull brother perſiſted in, 
the matter is at laſt judged and determined in a Church, which is a 
Congregation of che faithfull: ſo in the caſe of the offence of the 
Church or Congregation, the matter is at laſt judged ina 1 
tion of Churches, a Church of Churches: for whar is a Synod elſe 
but a Church of Churches? n 


Nou, from all theſe former Propoſition:, which tend to cfeat dhe 
firſt ſubje of the power of the Keyes, it may bee eaſie to deduce 
certain Corollaries from thence, tending to clearea parallelt Que. 

ſtion to thi; to Mit In what ſenſe it may and ought 10 be admirt ed, that 4 
('burch of a partioular congregation » indipendent iu the uſe of the powef 
of the Keyes, and ih what ſenſe not ? For in what ff ne the Church of a 
particular congregation is the firſt ſubject ot the power pf the keys; 
inthe ſamę ) ſenſe it is independent, and in hone other. Wee taking 
che firſt ſubject and rhe independent fubject to be Ali oe. 

1. Corollary, The Church is not independent on but depen- 
dent on him for all Church- po] wer. 
The reaſon is plain, betauſe he ĩs the firſt ſubject of all Church 
power, by way of loueraigne ottünencie, as Path been laid. 
therefore the Church, and all the officers thereof; yea, and a Syn 
of Churches, is depend 


| ; ent upon him, for all Miniſteriall Church- - 
power. init i dependent upon ſoveraignty z yea, the more de- 
F 2 - pendent they bee upon Chriſt, in all the exerciſe of their Church 
& $8 owe, che mere powerful ig all their power im all theit admin: 
{ CLP" | * Ne I 2 25 8 IE < 2 2 i 
4 6 . 
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y/ rs King dome | ie rr geth) « not 7 this 
wer Job. 18. 5 of orvagg payed tribute to Ceſar (Mar 17.27.) for 
IPIES 
2. The erco fore of things which concerne civill peace, is the 
| f. pure Religion, in doctrine, , worſhip, and government, ac- 
e word o God: :a8 alſo the reformation of all corrup- 
tions in any ofytheſe. On this ground the good Kings of Judah 
3 Indab to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers, and to wor- 


Hokies according to bis own ſtatutes and commandments : and 
the contrary, n pl range gods, high places, Images, any 
4 ede bd r God, and obeyed by 


doing, 2 C Hen. 143,4, 5 2 Chen. 15. 
bron, 25 8. 5 | A COT 27 3 4 2 Chron, * 


184 55 peace pre — 
2 e hogs Reli eee 


>, 15. to 1 . It is rrue, the: cr ng pure 
rm ion of corrupti 7 to the Chur - 
ee ae het os about it Ara wuh 
9 mighſt ery of hy 5 Church-cenſures 


18 1 1 Ba re addrefſc 
ou 95 t MA: command 
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CH; ut. | j 
* — 
phe bs ad. Levites, 


ind them accomp and with 8 and -N 
8 Lladab, 2 Chron, 17.7, 8 2.80 
1 72 
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Iofiab put to death the jdolatrous Priefts of the high places, 2 King. 
22. 20. Nor was that re duty or priviledge of the Kings of 
Juda, but attended to alſo by heathen Princes, and that to prevent 
the wrath of God 2 the Realme of the King and hi ſons,” Ezra 
7.23. Vea, and of the times of the New Teſtament it is prophefied, 
that in ſome caſes, capirall puniſhment ſhall 1 falſe 
Prophets, and that hy the procurement of their neereſt kindred.” Zach; 
13+ 3. And the execution thereof is deſcribed, Revel. T6. 4. toy. 
where the rivers and fountains of waters (that is, the Prieſts and Je- 
ſuits,that conveigh. che Religion of the Sea ot Rome throughout 
the countreys) are turned to blood, that is, have blood given them tv 
drink, by the civill Magiſtrate. | — 
1 we willingly acknowledge a power in the 
civill Magiſtrate, to eſtabliſh and reform Religion, according to 
the word of God; yet we would not be ſo underſtood, as if wee 
judged it to belong to the civill power, to compell all men to come 
and fit down at the Lords table, or to enter into the communion of 
the Church, before they be in ſome meaſure prepared of God for 
ſuch fellowſhip. For this is not a Reformation, but a Deformation of 
the Church, and is not according to the word of God, but againſt it, 
as we ſhall ſhew (God willing) in the ſequell, when we come to 
ſpeak of the diſpoſition or qualifecarionof Church-members. : 
z. There is a third fort of things which concern the civill peace, 
wherein the Church is not to refuſe ſubje&ion to the civill Magi- 
ſtrate, in che exerciſe of ſome publick ſpirituall adminiſtrations, 
which may advance and help forward the publick good of Civill 
State according to God, In time of warre, or peſtilence,"or any 
publick calamiry or danger lying upon a Common- wealth, the 
Magiſtrate may lawiully proclaim a Faſt, as Jeboſaphat did, 2 Chron. 
20. 3. and the Churches ought not ta neglect ſuch an adminiſtrati- 
on; upon ſuch a juſt occaſion, Neither doth it impeach the power 
of the Church to call a Faſt, when themſelves ſee God calling them 
to publick humiliation, For as Jeboſapbar called a Faſt : ſo the Pro- 
phet Joel frirreth up the Prieſts to call a Faſt in time of a Famine, 
chreatning the want of holy Sacrifices, Joel 1.131. 
It may fall out alio, ihat in undertaking a watre, or in making a 
league with a forraine State, there may ariſe ſuch caſes of conſci- 
as may require the conſultation of a Synod: In which cafe, or 
the like, if the Magiſtrate call for a Synod, the Churches are to 
yeeld him ready ſubjeRijon herein in _ Lord. Ieboſaphat though hee 
828 2 was 
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ties of the countrey}-Ne 


much is to coach the Lordr avointed, 1 Sang 40 7, 


F Of the Keys of the Kiugdome of Heaven, F* 
onto his place, when he-was in Samarzavifiting an idolatroug 


ger he wat not cut ef bis way; When intaſe of undertaking 
the wat againſt Hris , he called for counſell from the mouth of the 
Looby 2 Councellor Synod of Prieſts and Prophets, 1 Kings 22. 
hy fourth ſort of things, wherein the Church ĩs not to refuſe ſub- 
Qien to the civill A agiſiraie, is in patient ſuffering their unjuſt 
peflecutions without hoſtile or rebellious refiſtance, For though 
perſecution of the Churches and ſervants of Chriſt, will not advance 
the civill peace, but overthrow it; yet forthe Church to take up the 
Sword in her own defence, is not a lawfullmeans of preſerving the 
Church peace, but a diſturbance cf ir rather. In this caſe, when 
Peter drew his Sword in defence of his Maſter, (the Lord Feſus 


againſt an attachment ſerved upon him, by the officers of the hi 
riefts and Elders of the people: our Saviour bade him put wp hi- 


word into lus ſheath again; for ( ſaith he) all they tb it take the ſword, 
Hall periſs by the ſword Mat. 27,5 0,5 1,5 2. vhere he ſpeaketh of Peter 
either as a private Diſciple, or a Church- officer, ro whom, though 
the power of the keyes was committed, yet the power of the ſword 
was not committed. And for ſuch to take up the tword ; though in 
the.caule of. Chriſt, it isforbiddzn by Snriſt: and ſuch is the caſe 
of any particular Church, ur of a Synod of Churches. As they have 
received the power of the keyes, not of the ſword, ſo the power of 
the keyes they may, and ought to adminiſter, but not ofthe ſword. 
Whergin neverthe leſſe we (peak of Churches and Synods, as ſuch, 
that is, as church-metnbers,or church · aſſumblies acting in a church- 
Way, by the power of the keyes received from Chriſt. But if ſome 
ofthe ſame perſons bee alſo betruſted by the civill State, with che 
preſervatien and protection of the Lawes and Liberties, peace and 

ery ofihe ſame State, and ſbha li meet together in a publicke ci- 
vill Aſſembly (whether in Councell or Camp) they may there pro- 
vide by civill power (according to the whoHome Lawes and Liber- 
ö 0 quid'Eceleſez, ne quid fReſpabliea detrimenti 
capi at. If King S. an {wear to put Joni to death , the Leaders of 
the people may by ſtrong hands reſcue him from his fathers unjuſt 


andliliegall fury, 1 Sm. IAN Burif g perſecure David, 


C zough as unjuſtly as math) yet if the Princes and Leaders of 
e people willuot reſcue bim from the wrath! of the King, Devi 


privat man) will not draw out his ſword in his owne defence, ſo 


„ 5. _ 
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To conclude this Coraſlay, touching the ſubjection of 

Churches to the civill State, in matters which concerne the 

civill . e bre omitted, that as the Church is 
to t 


ſubje e ſword of the Magiſtrate, in things which concern 
the civill peace: ſo the Migiſtrate (it Chriſſ ian) is ſubject to 
the keyes ol the Church, in matter: which concerne the peace 
of his conſcience, and the Kingdome of heavev, Hence id is 
opheſi. d by Iſai ab, that Kings and Queens who are nurſing 
thers and mothers to the Church, ſball bow down to the chareh, 
with their faces ip the earth, Iſai. 49. 23. that is, they ſhall welk 
in profeſſed; ſubjection to the ordinances of Chriſt in bis 
Church. Henceal it is. that David propheſieth ot ayo-edgad 
ſword, (that is, the (word of the Spi. it, the word of Cheiſt, put 
into the band: of the Saints (who are by calling the members of 
the Church) as to ſubdue the Nations by the miniſtery of the 
Word, to the obedience of the Goſpel; (Tel. 149 6,7 fo 
to bind their Kings with chains,and theit Nobles mith terters of yon; 
to execute upon them the judgment written, (that i:, written in the 
Word) Pſal. 149. v. 8, ũ - + 
3. A third Coroliæy touching the 


the ſame. 2972 1410 
That ſuch a C e 


or for the imploy ig (the having or the uſing) 
4. a Corellens touching the indepcadency ofchurches, 
is, Thats Cburch fall:a.into, any offence (whether it bee the 
whole Church, or a trongiparty int) is not iudependem an 
the exerciſe of QOhurch per, but is ſubject boch to chit ad- 
monition of any vthex Church, and to tho W _ 
JAR: 
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Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, Wu 
jadioiall ſintence of a Synod for direſlion into a way of truth and 
7 0 this alſo ariſah from the former diſcourſe. For, if 
tlavis errans nonligat, & Eccleſia titigans um ligat; that is, if 
Chriſt hath not given to „ e Church a promiſe to bind 
and loele in heaven, What they bind and loofe on earth, 
unleſſe they agree togetber ,] and age in hi Name, then ſuch 
Churctris not independent in theit proceedings, as doe faile in 
either · For all the independencie that can be claimed, is foun - 
dect upon that promiſe: Mbut gee bind on earth, ſhall be bound 
in heaven \What-yze-looſe on earth, ſhall bee looſed in heaven, 
Matth. 18. 18. On chat promiſe is fouuded both the indepen- 
dency and ſerafiry, ind parity alſo of all Churches. But if that 
eut off from them, they are like Smpſon when 
is haire was cut off; weak , and ſubject to fall under other 
men; apd yet they fall ſofter then he did: hee fell into the 
hands of bis enemies, but they fall under the cenſure of 
cheir friends,” As the falſe Prophet recanting his error, did ac- 
knowledge, ſo may they: Thus war I wounded in the houſe of my 
friends, Zachi14.6; Inche hoaſe of a neighbour: church or two, 
Iwas triendly.ſmirten with' a brotherly admonition , which 
Cute #protions o9!e Yi Aid nor break wine bead : and in the houſe 
of a Syned of Churches, I was friendly, yea, brotherly cenſured 
and healed; ' 2 

5. A fifchand laſt Corollary arifing from the former diſ- 
courſe, touching the independencie of Churches, may be this, 
2 of a partitular Congregation, conſiſting 
of Riders and Brethren, and walking with a right foot in the 
truth and peace of the Goſpel, bee the firſt ſubject of all 
Church-powerineedfull to be exereiſed within it ſelfe; and 
conſoquantly bee independent from any other Church orfSy- 
nod in theuſo of it; yet it is arſaſe, and wholſome, and ho- 
ly Ordinance of Chriſt, ſor ſuch particular Churches to joyn 
together in hohy Covenarit ur communion, and conſolation 
| __ bemſelves, ro adminiſter- all their Church affaires, 
Cuuuch are af 'weighty;utit difficult and commom concern- 
ment not vrithout dm conſaltarion and eonſent of o- 
ther Churches abdut them. Nou Church- affairs of weighty 
and difficult and common eoncermment, we account to bee 

ö the 


© 


in a like athleri 
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the election and ordination of Elders, excommunication of un Elder, 
or any perſon of publick note, and employment: the tranſlation 
of an Elder from one Church to another, or the like. In which 
caſe we conceive it ſafe and wholſome, and an holy Ordinance, 
to proceed with common conſultation and conſent. Saſe, for 
in multitude of counſellers there ic ſiftty, (as in civil, ſo in Church - 
affairs) Prov. 1 1. 14. And though this or that Church may 
be ofa good and ſtrong conſtitution, and walk with a right foot 
in the truth, and peace of the Goſpel: yet all Churches are not 
cl plight, and they will he loach to call in; or 
look out for help as much or more then others, though they 
have more need then others: yea, and the beſt Churches may 


N ſoon degenerate 3 and ſtand in 25 much need of belp 48 others, 


of Churches, thou 5 5 
communicate their courſes and proceedings ia ſuch caſes one 
with another, to procure the freer paſſage to the ſame, And if 


and for want of it may fink and fall into deep Apottafie, which 


aw Churches might have prevented, had they diſoerned it at 


Ic is alſo wholſome, as tending to maintain brother ly love, 
and ſoundneſſe of doctrine in Churches, and to prevent many 
offences which may grow up in this or that particular church, 
when it tranſacteth all ſuch things within is ſelfe without con- 
ſent.. >,.7; A %% 0 t e rea) 
It is likewiſe an holy ordinancgof Chriſt, as having juſt war- 
rant trom a like, precedent. The Apoſtles were as much inde- 
pendent from one another, and ſtood in as little need of one an- 
others help, as Churches do one of another. And yet Pawhwent 
up to le uſalem tgonfer with Peter, James, and lahm, leſt hee 
bouldrm in vai in the courſe of his miniſſery, Gal. 22. And 
though in conferences the chief Apoſties added nothing to Paul, 
ver. G. yet when they perceived the Coſpel of the unarcameiſion 
wa committed to Paul and Barngbas, a1 bat of the cireumciſfon ta 
Peter, James, and [obn,they gave unto one another the rightband. 
of fellowftip,ver. 9,Now then it will follow by We proporgon , 
that if che Apoſtles,whoare each of them independent one of 
another, had need to conſult and confer together about the 
work of their miniſtery, to procure ge ce pallage to their 
calling, and to their doctrine: zh nſuxply ee Elders 

independent one of another, had need to 


the 


no 
* 
* 
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on the OY of the Kinguome of Heaven, 
ug right hand of Tellowſhip one to another, 
— ee, their bands in the work of the mini- 
ſtery a e Elders of Churehes giving right hand of fel. 
lowſbipro one another in their ordination; or upon any fit oc- 
caſion eimuot but muck! encourage and ſtrengthen the hearts 
ard hands uf one another iin the Lords work | 
, ſomthing might be added, if not fot bent weiden 
yet ltuftratiou of this point, by comparing the dimenſions 
ofthe New Jeruſalem, which is a perfect platform of a pure 
— work ſhell be conſtirured in "che Jewiſh Church tiate, 
rc cheleiaſt cbrwerſton. The dimenſtom b this Church as they 
are deleribed by E zekid! (Chap. 48. 30.) are (according to 
iini) twelvt furlon gl, which after the meaſure of the Sanctu- 
my (which is doable to the common) is about three miles in 
teoprhg und ag weh ich bredth. ! Hut che; dimenfions of the 
ſame Church of he Jewes, in Rev.2 1. 16. is ſa id to bee twelve 
th efand fur langl. No Wow' e theſe two dimenſions of the 
ſame — together; which ate ſo farre diſctepant one 
froman nher 7 For there bes thouſand times twelve fu rlongs i in 
ebend fa gu. Theafiteſt and fatreſt reconciliation 
ſeemeth plainly to be rhis, that Ezekjel ſpeaketh of the dimen- 
ſions 6Ridy ordinery "Jewiſh Charch of one particular con- 
greparioii? Bar Falls Joh eat eth of the chmenſions of many par- 
t iculat Jewiſh Chur combining together in ſome — 
even to the non oi A thouſand Churches. Not that the 
Chaithof Ew wif be Lonſtituted it! a National and Dis- 
en frame] Nich N officcts, ind Dioceſan Biſhops, or 
% like ! büt chat ſometi 1 thoufand of them will ber ga- 
thered into a Synod, wr all of them will have ſuch mutuall 
ere) andyceldfach mutnalt brotherly help and communion 
one to another xs if they ere all but one body. 
If æ man my ſay, Theologia fymbolica,or purabolica non yg ar- 
gnmemativa,thatarguments from ſuch parables, and myſticall 
5 £3 in Scripture, are not valid, let him: enjoy his own 


{ + ant er eld bettet 15 ne of 
place) let Hitn ave le PA Nevertheleffe, if 
there were ho argumentirive power in patables, why did the 
Gan ea fmeck delię reel of reaching Andwhy 


,and Dol, mil * deliver a great part of their 
prophe- 
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YN and the Power than 
propheſies in parables, if wee muſi talce them tor riddles, and 
not for documents nor —— Surely if they ſerve not for 
argument, they ſetve not for document. 
ut furthermore, touching this great. worit of communi- 
on and conſociation of Churches, give us leave io adde this 


7 


caution; To ſee that this conſociation of Churches be not per- 4 Caution 


verted, either to the or diminution of the juſt liber- 
ty and authority of each particular Church within it ſelf: 
who, being well ſupplied wich a faichfull and expett Pref: 
byterie of chein but, do walk in their integrity according 
to the truth and peace of the Goſpel. Let Synods have their 
juſt authority in all Churches, how pure ſoever, in deter- 
Mining ſich AwniZuc, as are requilite for the ediſication of all 
Cbhriſts Churches according to God. Bat in be Eleni and 
Ordination of Officers, tand Cenfure of offender, det ii ſuffice the 
Churches conſociate, to aſſiſt one another, with their counſell, and 
night band of  fellow/oip, when they ſee 4 particular Chureh uſe 
their: liberty und \ power. aright,” But les them wht put forth the 
power: of it hrir: Jcommeanitty., either: to rake: ſuch: Church ati ions 
F ubeir bundt, 03:0 binder them in their lawfull courſe, unlaſſe 
they fee tbem.o{ through ignorance or 'weakneſſe) te abuſe abeir 
Mey end amthority in the Goſpel, All the liberties of Churches 
were pᷣurchaſed to chem: by the preclom blodd of che Lord 
Jeſus and therefore neither may the iChurches! give them 
Away, nor inany Churches rake them vut of the hands of 
one. They may, indeed pro vent the ubuſe of their Hderties, 
und direſt in chetl I ute of them, but not take them 
away, though themielvesſhould be willing. The Lord Jeſus 
having given equall power tu all the Apoſtles, it was not law- 
tull for eleven 'of them to ſorbid thè rwelfth to do any act 
of :his office without their intervention. Neither was it law- 
fall for «the nine, ho were of inferiour gifts, to commit the 
gtiidance and commind vf oll their Apoſtolique adminiſtrati- 
ons unto Peter, Famer und Jam, who ſecmed to be Pillars, And 
Ahnt, not onely becauſe they were all (one as well as ano- 
cher) immediately guided by the Holy Ghoſt: but becauſe 
they were all cqualt in office, and every one to give account 
for hiunfeltunto God. h KEY f 
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Of the Keys of the Kjngdome bf Heaven, 


It is the like caſe (in ſome meaſure) of particular Chur- 
ches; yea, thete is moroover 2 three-fold further inconve= 
nience, which ſeemeth to us, to attend the tranſlation of the 
of particular Churches in theſe ordinary adminiſtras 
tions, into the hands of a Synod of Preꝛbyters, commonly 
eilled a Clair. {oh 
t. The Promiſe of ' Binding and Looſing, in way of Diſci- 
1 which Chriſt gave to every particular Church (as hath 
en ſhewed) is by this means not received, nor injoyned, 
not practiſed by themſelves immediately, but by their De- 
puties or Over · ſeers. 
. The fame promiſe which was not given to Synods in 
acts of that natute (as hath been ſhewed in the Chapter of 
Synods) hut in acts of another kinde, is hereby received and 
injoyned, and practiſed by them, and by them only, which 
ought not to be. | 5 
And, which is a third inconvenience, The practice of this 
power of the Keys only by a Synod of Presbyrters, ſtill keep- 
eth the Church as under nonage, as if chey were not grown 
up to the full fruition of the juſt liberty of their riper yeers 
in the dayes of the Goſpel. For a mother to bear her young 
daughter in her arms, and not to ſuffer it to go on its own 
feet, whileſt it is in the infancie, is kindly and but 
when the Damoſell is grown: up to riper yeers, for the mo- 
ther ſtill to bear her in her arms, for fear of tumbling, it 
were an burthen to the mother, and a reproach 
to the Virgin; Such is the caſe here: The communitie of 
Churches ( according to the Hebrew phraſe) is as the A.- 
iber ; each particular Church. is as the Davgbter. In the old 
Teſtament, while the Church was in her e, it was not 
unſeaſonable to leave the whole gui — adbt there- 
of in the hands of their Tutors aud Governewrs, the Priefts and 
Levites, and in the communitie of the Nationall Courts. But 
now in the dayes of the New Teſtament, when the Churches 
are grown up (or ſhould be grown at leaſt) to more matu- 
rity, it were meet more to give the Church liberty to ſtand 
alone, and to walk upon her own legs; and yet in any ſuch 
part of her way, as may be more hard to hit right upon, a8 in 
| her 
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her Elections, and Ordinances, and Cenſures of eminent per- 
ſons, in office; ir is a ſafe and holy and faithfull office of the 
vigilancie of the communitie of Churches, to be preſent wich 
them, and helpfull to them in the Lord. And at all times 
when a particular Church ſhall wander out of the way, (whe- 

ther out of the way of truth, or of peace) the communitie 

of Churches may by no means be excuſed from reforming 
them again into their right way, according to the authority 
which the Lord hath given them for the publike edification 
of all the ſeverall Churches wichin their Covenant. 
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